
Noblesville Archway Design Standards 
 
The City of Noblesville seeks to integrate archways as a design element to delineate, 
activate and beautify spaces in the Downtown District and the Cultural Arts District. 
Arch-like design elements grace many of the buildings and other structures on or near the 
courthouse square and the City wants all new archway and arch-like design features 
constructed in public spaces to complement and enhance the historic nature of of the 
Downtown core. Therefore, the City has identified the following design standards for 
archways: 
 
Archways are defined as: 
Any structure used to delineate any form of boundary in, into, or adjacent to a public 
spaces that includes an overhead crossbeam, arc, arch, or sign, including but not limited 
to: 

- Arches  
- Gates 
- Gateways 
- Fencing 
- Decorative or privacy walls 
- Support structures for public infrastructure such as pedestrian bridges & 

overpasses [Any safety or structural standards mandated by the state, federal 
government, or other governing body supersedes these appearance standards] 
“Public spaces” include but are not limited to alleys, streetscapes, parks, public 
right-of-ways, and city property 

 
These standards could also be applied to or influence designs for: 

- Supports for awnings, canopies and shade structures 
- Street arm closures 
- Bike racks 
- Wayfinding signage 
- Lighting 

 

 
 
Arch Properties: 
Arches must be round, not pointed or angular. The rise should be ½ of the span, meaning that the arch forms a 
half circle. The ‘legs’ or vertical supports of the arch should be 2-3 times longer than the span of the arch. The 




