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y mom once told a story 
about some family friends who 

described our family as “exhausting.” 
She wore that like a badge of honor: 
We are not people who rest for long. 
We don’t linger over our victories. 
We gather no moss. I have very much 
embraced this way of life in my role as 
Executive Director of Nickel Plate Arts. 

At Nickel Plate Arts, there is always 
a new idea, new partner or chance 
to improve upon something we’ve 
tried before. When there are so many 
opportunities, why would I ever slow 
down? Plus, there are a million good 
reasons to squeeze in one more thing. 

The problem with that mindset is that 
breaks are every bit as important as 
the work itself. Taking time to relax, 
reflect and recharge gives our brains 
the opportunity to organically form new 
connections and to subconsciously work 
things out. (And catching up on sleep, 
a household chore or an art project also 
often makes me a nicer person to be 
around.)

This issue of Arts Guide represents some 
of the time we’ve invested into resting 
and reflecting. Don’t get me wrong. 
Most days, the Nickel Plate Arts team 
are still full-speed-ahead. But we have 
taken some time to collect and analyze 
important performance data from 2017, 
and developed a new strategic plan, 
which will take us into the next decade 
with a nimbler, more adaptive and more 
innovative approach than ever before. 

In 2017, I am delighted to report that 
we continued to grow our art market, 
increasing our overall sales figures by 
another 50 percent over 2016. This 
growth reflects an ever-burgeoning 
hunger for local art and handmade 
goods, as well as a steady increase 
in Hamilton County’s reputation as a 
source for art. Our ability to increase the 
perceived value of art is critical for the 
future of the local creative economy, and 
we are delighted that we can point to 
figures that so specifically highlight our 
impact.

We also have been greatly energized 
by the investment we have received 
from the cities of Noblesville and 
Fishers. Administrations in both cities 
asked us to take on a larger leadership 
role to help develop and connect arts 
resources throughout our region. So far 
in 2018, we have helped develop grant 
proposals worth a total of more than 
$2 million for Fishers and Noblesville. 
We have also supported planning 
and implementation of five public art 
projects and two gigantic community 
festivals, including helping the City of 
Fishers build Spark!Fishers — Fishers’ 
new Fourth of July festival — from 
scratch. 

Nickel Plate Arts has also supported 
the Fishers Library in preparing for the 
opening of Ignite, the new arts-focused 
makerspace opening July 21, by forging 
connections between the library and 
artists and artist groups. In Noblesville, 
we’ve been leading the Noblesville 
Arts Council and putting together 
new strategies for arts organizations 
and arts-friendly businesses to partner 
throughout the busy summer season. 
These collaborations show us at our 
best — connecting talented people 
with opportunities to improve and 
strengthen the community!

These new projects have come at a cost. 
Last fall, our board voted to cut two key 
projects in order to best utilize our staff 
and financial resources. We now are 
focused on serving Fishers, Noblesville, 
Cicero, Arcadia and Atlanta, while still 
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retaining a connection to Tipton as well 
as Pendleton, Westfield and Carmel. 

Similarly, the board made the hard 
decision to cut back on programs. 
We are delighted to say that we have 
wonderful community partners who are 
just as capable — if not more so — of 
providing great classes, plays, concerts, 
workshops and more to our community. 
We would much rather support those 
partner projects and help them excel 
than invest in similar programs that we 
run ourselves. 

Nickel Plate Arts will continue to 
host four signature events each year: 
Valentine’s Day for All, Welcome to 
Fairyville, Maker Faire and Comic Book 
in a Day. For each of these popular 
happenings, we will collaborate with 
partners, artists and volunteers who can 
personally or professionally benefit, and 
help us expand what we do.

These changes signal the fact that 
we are no longer a startup. Our 
organization and its team are taking 
what we’ve learned during our first 
five years and getting more serious 
about moving Hamilton County’s arts 
community into the future. This region 
can be a world-class arts destination. 
We can’t wait to prove it to the rest of 
the world!

Ailithir McGill
Executive Director
AMcGill@nickelplatearts.org

 

We’re your advocate + so much more 
COMMITTED.  PERSONAL SERVICE.  EXPERIENCED.   
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www.cchalaw.com 

317.773.2190 
Offices in 

Noblesville | Fishers | Tipton | Merrillville | Zionsville 
 Check out all of our sponsors on page 20.
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ON THE COVER
Find artist Darren Peterson’s new 
crosswalk designs in Forest Park. 
The Noblesville Parks Deptartment 
worked with Nickel Plate Arts on 
the project. 

REFLECTION & INVESTMENT  
Ailithir McGill, Nickel Plate Arts

2017 ANNUAL REPORT
Numbers help tell our arts story
See how we’ve performed! 

NICKEL PLATE ARTS TODAY
Three Arts Leaders
Investing time, talent, treasure in NPArts

Lifting Up Our Class Acts 
Talented regional partners teaching others 

2018 NPArts Artist Showcases 
Outstanding local talent in our two galleries

2018 SUMMER ARTS GUIDE 
June-August 2018 
Experience Nickel Plate Arts with events, 
exhibits, classes & camps

Anniversary Party save the date! 

NICKEL PLATE ARTS TOMORROW 
NPArts Strategic Plan 2023 
What it means for you and our community 

Board of Directors

Nickel Plate Arts Sponsors Summer days call for music on the 
NPArts patio!

Photo courtesy of Jim Beitman
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2017 ‘Gifted’ Exhibit, Nickel Plate Arts

Studio Artist Debbie Bauman teaches a
class at Nickel Plate Arts.

2017 Super Hero University

Ailithir McGill and local author Sarah E. 
Morin on IndyStyle promoting the 2017 

Photo courtesy of Hamilton County Tourism

We tell the Nickel Plate Arts story through paint, charcoal 

and sometimes even numbers. Measuring progress to uncover 

what is successful and where we should shift our energy in 

order to serve our mission and community is important to us. It 

holds us accountable and has made Nickel Plate Arts a stronger 

organization, year after year. Here, we share 2017 data with you 

so you can see our evolving story in a whole new light.

Amount of art sold by artists through 
Nickel Plate Arts:
47% increase over 2016
2014: $7,000 worth
2015: $9,000 worth
2016: $18,000 worth
2017:  $26, 466.64 (2,465 items by 76 
artists)

Monies paid to artists for 
work or programming:
(in the form of commissions, 
performances and programs, teaching 
adult classes, and prizes)
2014: $10,000
2015: $10,144
2016: $17,025
2017: $18,228.55

Resources provided to arts partners to 
support their missions:
2014: $14,000
2015: $13,980
2016: $20,033.48 ($4,103.48 in cash, plus $15,930 in-kind 
services)
2017: $38,204.07 ($5,775 in cash, $13,221 in print 
advertising, plus $19,019.07 in-kind services)

Attendance:
Visitors to Nickel Plate Arts:
2014: 5,295 on campus
2015: 5,387 on campus
2016: 7,010 on campus
2017: 6,918
Plus 400+ visitors to our Atlanta Artist Studio 
(attendance records incomplete)
1,000+ visitors to our booths and activities at festivals in 
Fishers, Noblesville, Cicero, Arcadia and Atlanta 
= 8,318 Total attendance

Number of on-air appearances by 
Nickel Plate Arts staff to promote 
regional arts assets:
8 total appearances, leading to approximately 
80,000 impressions!

Nickel Plate Arts Memberships sold:
2015: 68
2016: 66
2017: 61
As of May 1, 2018: 33

2017 Exhibits:
NPARTS ON-CAMPUS EXHIBITS
Showcase Artist: 11
Judge Stone House:  12

FISHERS EXHIBITS
Fishers Art in City Hall:  8
Meyer Najem Gallery:  5

ATLANTA EXHIBITS
Atlanta Artist Studio Space: 3
(0 previous years)

Total exhibits coordinated by 
Nickel Plate Arts in 2017: 39

2017 
ANNUAL REPORT

2017 Programs: 
In 2017, Nickel Plate Arts planned, provided and/
or supported 10 types of arts programs that took 
place over 200 days. Here is the breakdown per 
community:

NOBLESVILLE: 56 events over 160 days
 6 major events on 14 days
 8 different classes on 82 days
 12 First Fridays
 10 Second Saturdays
 Exhibit receptions on 6 days
 4 camps spanning 26 days  
 4 community festivals
 6 “friendraising” events

FISHERS:  3 types of events spanning 17 days
 2 community festivals
 13 exhibit receptions
 1 “friendraising” event

CICERO: 12 Third Thursdays 
(NPArts provided financial support)

ARCADIA:  May Fest on 2 days

ATLANTA:  4 types of events on 15 days
 2 classes on 7 days
 1 camp on 5 days
 1 community festival on 2 days
 1 “friendraising” event on 1 day
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      ohn Dierdorf is a visual thinker. Think about a glass filled with 

ice cubes. Each cube is an artist or arts group, living in the same 

space but separated from one another. Pour in water, and those 

artists are connected. Nickel Plate Arts, Dierdorf says, is like 

that water. This year, Dierdorf will wrap up six years of service to 

NPArts as a board member. He is one of many arts leaders who 

have helped shape our organization and continue to guide us to 

fill more and more glasses. 

A successful nonprofit board needs a mixture of talents and 

people to lead it. While experience in the arts isn’t necessary, 

Dierdorf has it. Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf, the architecture 

firm where he is Principal and Chairman of the Board, was 

hired to renovate the two houses that now make up the NAPrts 

campus at the same time that the idea for our arts organization 

was just brewing up. We needed someone who could think 

outside of the box to lead us. Dierdorf accepted the invitation to 

join the fledgling board. 

“Part of the challenge then was the group didn’t know what it 

was going to be. It was a bit of an evolution of an organization,” 

he says. Since those first eight-person meetings, NPArts has 

THREEArtsLEADERS

Investing Time, Talent, Treasure in Nickel Plate Arts

grown from being defined by the Nickel Plate railroad route 

into the arts connector and hub that it is today. Those first years 

included some governance, the development of an advisory 

council, brainstorming ideas for programs and hiring our first 

employee, Executive Director Aili McGill. And then, board 

leadership became an exercise in what to do the next year, three 

years, five years. 

“Communities have sports, arts, commercial activity and you can 

also have cultural things, running the gamut from art in public 

places to art galleries to performances. It’s part of what you are 

trying to create: a community for kids to grow up in and adults 

to exist in,” Dierdorf says. “It’s starting to feel like that bigger idea 

from way back … we are beginning to have a presence now.”

Part of that growth is happening in Fishers with that city’s 

$45,000 commitment as an NPArts sponsor. Fishers Deputy 

Mayor Leah McGrath has had a supportive hand in furthering our 

expansion there. 

“One of the things I love most about my job is the role I play in 

building community and helping make connections. Fishers 

is blessed with talent, from our students in HSE Schools to 

teachers to artists living among us,” she says. “While I am not an 

artist myself, I have a passion for enjoying art of all forms and 

believe it is an important ingredient to creating a vibrant city.”

McGrath is working on how to bring visual and performing arts 

into the fabric of Fishers, and understands that it goes beyond 

physical buildings or public 

art. For her, it’s about having a 

community that values art in 

day-to-day living. Such daily 

encounters can be dining on 

handmade porcelain plates at 

Pure Eatery or hearing a quintet 

play during the Fishers Arts 

Crawl. It’s about celebrating 

culinary entrepreneurship, with 

efforts like The Yard’s Culinary 

Accelerator, a private investment 

of at least $40 million planned for 

the southeast corner of 116th Street and IKEA Way that will be 

home to local culinary entrepreneurs. 

“This kind of value system needs to be driven by our residents, 

reflected in our city and part of our culture. It requires many 

working together toward that goal and vision,” McGrath says. 

Funding is also critical, investing in the people and organizations 

that can support an arts value system. The City of Fishers is 

demonstrating its trust in NPArts as well as its commitment to 

the arts through our new sponsorship agreement. 

“Nickel Plate Arts has the ability with their expertise and full-

time staff to help facilitate a vision for arts engagement in 

Fishers, and we feel fortunate to have them as a partner as we 

pursue a smart, vibrant and entrepreneurial city,” McGrath says.

 

In 2018, the City of Noblesville also invested in the power of 

the arts with a $50,000 NPArts sponsorship to fund private 

sector projects. Representing Noblesville, City Council member 

Chris Jensen joined our board in 2017, but he did have some 

reservations. 

“I love the idea of Nickel Plate Arts. I love Noblesville. I told Aili 

[McGill] I’d be happy to join the board to offer advice, but that I 

didn’t have an artistic bone in my body. But then Aili said they 

were looking to diversify,” says Jensen, who, like Dierdorf, grew 

up in Noblesville. McGill and her team 

sought additions to the board who 

were interested in contributing more 

at a community level. Networking with 

other organizations was more important 

than having a degree in fine art. Jensen 

was a fit.

“Every city has its unique identifier, and 

Noblesville has embraced its historic 

nature and culture. The arts play a big 

role in that,” Jensen says. “I think history 

and culture and art all go together, 

so Noblesville is the natural place for that to land.” The city’s 

2016 designation as a Cultural Arts District demonstrates this 

“hipstoric” mix.

Jensen says that the most important attribute of being a 

volunteer board member is belief in the product. That belief 

drives how you give back. “Nickel Plate Arts is run lean and 

mean, so you have to be ready to give and ask of others — your 

time, talent and treasure,” he says.

As Dierdorf finishes up his official service to the NPArts board, he 

reflects on what it takes to be  an effective arts leader: flexibility, 

nimbleness, 

the ability 

to pivot 

when a great 

opportunity 

arises. “You 

don’t have to 

be creative, 

you don’t have 

to be an artist, 

but it’s helpful 

to have an 

appreciation 

for it,” he 

says.

J

“Nickel Plate Arts is run lean 
and mean, so you have to 
be ready to give and ask of 
others — your time, talent 
and treasure.”
- Nickel Plate Arts Board Member Chris Jensen

Leah McGrath

NICKEL PLATE ARTS  TODAY
 

John Dierdorf Chris Jensen

Meyer Najem Construction 
is a proud supporter of 

Nickel Plate Arts 

317.577.0007
meyer-najem.com
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“A rising tide lifts all boats,” John F. Kennedy 
once said. It’s true for large economies and 
small, and it’s true for the Nickel Plate Arts 
audience of people taking and offering classes. 
In our case, the idea is that when you support 
or lift up more than one part of the arts scene, it 
benefits the entire arts community.

The NPArts community is taking off, spawning 
new opportunities and highlighting previously 
existing opportunities for people to improve art 
skills and get new arts education. To “lift boats,” 
NPArts supports community partners doing 
such a great job of bringing hands-on classes and 
services to the public.

From a business standpoint, NPArts is extending 
its marketing power to organizations offering 
classes and services. With a small investment, 
these partners can increase brand awareness 
while they focus on what they do best — 
teaching and creating. Here, we share five such 
partners.

ART CLASS VENUES
Founded in 2000, MyArt has hosted many art 
classes in the Indianapolis area and taught 
hundreds of children and adults in Indiana 
how to draw, paint and use different mediums. 
At studios in Carmel, Fishers and Noblesville, 
co-founder Sylvia Runningen says MyArt holds 
weekly art classes, painting events and art 
parties, art camps and art workshops.

Before founding Caravan 
Classes in 2016, Deanna 
Leonard and Erin Goodman 
attended markets as arts 
and crafts vendors. They also 
both had vintage campers. 
Put the two together and 
Noblesville’s Caravan 
Classes was born. Today, 
they offer art classes, parties 

and events in a variety of media — often on the road. 
Caravan Classes also holds weekly classes for all ages on 
Wednesdays during the school year. In 2018, they began 
featuring a “medium of the month,” giving these classes and 
many pop-in projects a particular focus.

Artistic development is a key part of the Hamilton County 
Artists’ Association’s mission. Led by Nancy Waltz, 
education chairman of the HCAA, the all-volunteer team 
hosts classes, an open studio, workshops, exhibits and other 
special events inside its historic Noblesville property (Fifth 
and Cherry streets). Currently, Nickel Plate Arts Studio Artist 
Rodney Reveal is teaching watercolor classes on Tuesdays. 
Every summer, the organization offers a four-day camp for 
kids taught by working artists. 

In the lower level of the 
Hamilton East Public Library 
in Fishers, you won’t find 
a typical arts classroom. 
As its manager, Katelyn 
Coyne is helping lead the 
exciting new Ignite Studio 
makerspace, which will 
include a fabrication lab with 
3-D printers, laser engravers 

and other technology, and an A/V studio. When it opens 
this summer, Ignite will offer an artist/maker-in-residence 
program with a dedicated studio and exhibit space, as well 
as supplies to explore a range of artistic pursuits. By and 
large, the learning at Ignite Studio will be self-directed and 
often collaborative — typical of this new maker-movement. 
Coyne says Ignite will also hold classes and provide access 
to experts in various content areas for users. Plus, Ignite’s 
resident artist/maker will be available to help visitors with 
projects.

A relative newcomer on the 
arts scene, opening in 2017, 
Kaleidoscope Krossing is a 
community center in downtown 
Noblesville offering creative 
arts workshops, faith-based 
programming and rental options. 
Founder Beth Wood offers 
classes for children and adults. 
Intergenerational workshops 
encourage parents and 
grandparents to make art with the young artists in their lives. 
Typical workshops last 1-2 hours and are taught in a quaint 
1930 facility at 185 S. 8th St. in downtown Noblesville.

Q-&-A With Art 
Class Leaders
Here, the six women leading these five 
arts organizations answer questions 
about themselves, their businesses and 
the arts scene. (Some answers have been 
edited for length.)
 
WHAT MAKES YOUR BUSINESS & 
CLASSES DIFFERENT?

MyArt: “With our method, we actually 
teach students how to draw and use all 
the different mediums, going away from 
the myth that you need to have a built-in 
art talent in order to be an artist.”

Kaleidoscope Krossing: “We offer 
both creative arts as well as faith-based 
programming. We can also customize 
programs for your specific needs and guests.”

Caravan Classes: “We 
teach artists of all ages on 
the road in our mobile studio 
as well as in our downtown 
Noblesville studio (92 S. 
Ninth St.). If a group would 

like to paint, dye textiles, create a mosaic 
or build a wood caddy, we can offer these 
as classes or choices as activities for 
parties or events.”

HCAA: “We are the only local visual 
arts organization composed of Juried 
Members. Throughout the year, the artist 
members exhibit their current work at 
the Birdie Gallery and also at other off-
campus art events.”

Ignite: “As best we can, we hope to 
lower the barriers to access in our space. 
This means that we want users to be 
able to take advantage of our facility and 
equipment for free or at a very low cost.”
 

WHAT’S YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON THE 
GROWING LOCAL ARTS SCENE?

Ignite: “It’s exciting to see the Fishers 
community investing in the arts. From my 
experience, arts trigger economic and 
cultural growth in communities, which is 
vital to the success and well-being of its 
citizens.”

HCAA: “With the downtown area 
becoming a designated Cultural Arts 
District, the focus in Noblesville has been 
to expand and include all the cultural 
arts activities of the city. The key word 
is partnering and collaboration with 
the plethora of organizations, not-for-
profit groups and municipal entities. 
Unification of efforts and support for the 
common Cultural Arts goal has been the 
overwhelming change in the last few 
years.”

Caravan Classes: “Noblesville has a 
wealth of creatives, a fantastic community 
of makers and a quaint historic vibe to 
boot. It is exciting to know that government 
officials and community members have 
goals to emphasize the importance 
of art and artists within our downtown 
parameters.” — Deanna

Kaleidoscope Krossing: “With new 
businesses focusing on the arts in different 
ways [as part of the Noblesville Cultural 
Arts District], we are collectively able to 
bring new perspective and experiences to 
our residents.”
 
WHAT IS YOUR RELATIONSHIP 
TO NPARTS? HOW IS NPARTS 
SUPPORTING YOU?

Ignite: “NPArts has been an invaluable 
resource to Ignite as we work to build 
our space. From participating during a 
consulting period in the design phase 

Lifting Up

      - Contact-
Caravan Classes: 
facebook.com/caravanclasses

HCAA: hcaa-in.org

Ignite: hepl.lib.in.us

Kaleidoscope Krossing: 
kalkrossing.com

MyArt: myartindy.com

We would love to talk to you about 
how NPArts can help lift you up 
through a partnership. Please 
contact us at info@nickelplatearts.
org or call (317) 452-3690.

of the project to supporting HEPL staff, 
like myself, as we work through the 
nuts and bolts of how the space will 
operate, NPArts has been a cheerleader, 
a mentor group, a community connector 
and a great partner to work with. We 
hope this is the beginning of an ongoing 
collaboration with NPArts as we work 
to grow Ignite Studio and support the 
greater community of arts and makers in 
Hamilton County.” … “NPArts is helping us 
to identify community partners and expert 
artists to come into the space during our 
first few months of operation. Our hope is 
to utilize the network the Nickel Plate Arts 
is at the center of to help users discover 
the possibilities at Ignite.”

MyArt: “MyArt has been conducting our 
annual student art show at NPArts for the 
last three years, and it has been a delight 
and a success!”

HCAA: “We are a Nonprofit Member 
partner with Nickel Plate Arts and a 
member of the Noblesville Cultural Arts 
Council.”

Caravan Classes: “Nickel Plate Arts has 
been very helpful and supportive in the 
development of our business. We have a 
Level One partnership with Nickel Plate 
Arts. We love to collaborate with them 
when they have special events planned. 
NPArts always advertises our classes and 
events on their website, calendar and with 
the local papers.”

Our Class Acts

NICKEL PLATE ARTS  TODAY
 

MyArt

Photo courtesy of Hamilton County Tourism

Caravan Classes Kaleidoscope Krossing HCAA
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March through  July 

2018 ARTIST SHOWCASES

APRIL 4-28, 2018

AILITHIR O. MCGILL 
& LINDA CORDIAL
In April, we featured not one, but two Showcase artists! Works by 
Ailithir McGill and Linda Cordial offered visitors to our Stephenson House 
gallery two very different interpretations of birds on water. 

PUBLISHING A DREAM
The story of Ailithir O. McGill’s 
first book project shows how a 
community of artists can make 
dreams come true. After years of 
supporting others to persevere 
and create, Nickel Plate Arts’ 
own executive director decided 
it was her time. What started as 
one illustration blossomed into 
a children’s book featuring her 
illustrations. In April, McGill was 
waiting for her shipment of “The 
Owl and the Pussycat Went to 

Sea” to be delivered. The following was adapted from a story by McGill that 
first appeared on the NPArts blog.

“After two years of work, four all-nighters between Christmas and mid-
January, a lot of stress on my relationships, and two months of back and 
forth with the printer, my children’s book is finally a reality!

“The only problem is that it is currently somewhere in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean.

“My book is coming to the United States from Global PSD, a full-service 
printer in Hong Kong. The 1,200 copies were supposed to have been 
loaded onto a freighter on March 26, due to arrive sometime in April. 
There is no way for me to track the boat, so the most likely scenario is that 
sometime soon, I will get a phone call from a mysterious number telling 
me that a semi full of books is headed to my house.

“I am on pins and needles as I wait.

“I do, at least, know what 
the book is going to look 
and feel like. In working 
with Global PSD, I received 
proofs of each stage of 
the process. I pored over 
ozalids — a type of print 
made using a photographic 
process —  to ensure that 
the films made from my 

art files were accurate. I reviewed proofs on paper similar to the stock of 
my book to make sure colors were precise. Then, the company sent large 
folios with four images on each sheet to check that the page order would 
be correct. They even sent dummies (blank-page books) so I could confirm 
that the binding techniques were of the quality and style that I wanted. 

“The delivery of each one of these proofs was like Christmas: I strained to 
hear the squeal of the FedEx truck’s wheels outside my door each morning, 
and if the truck didn’t arrive before it was time for me to go to work, I left 
notes for the delivery man, asking him to please leave these precious 
packages on my porch. I didn’t quite go as far as leaving milk and cookies, 
but I certainly thought about it.

“All these bits and pieces were exciting and made me pretty confident that 
I knew what the finished version would look like. And then, I received the 
most exciting package of all: a big, heavy box appeared on my porch filled 
with 20 precious advanced copies of the finished book! My fiancé was there 
to record the momentous occasion. My hands shook as I carefully opened 
the box and the layers of packaging and I couldn’t hold back a child-like 
squeal as I caught a glimpse of the glossy cover.

“My heart raced and tears welled in my eyes. This was it! All the time, all 
the stress, all the worry … the moment my hand touched that book, I knew 
it was all worth it. I held in my hand the physical manifestation of a dream 
I had had since I was toddler watching Reading Rainbow. And it turns out 
that the real book is better than anything I had imagined.  It’s gorgeous and 
I am so happy to be able to share it with the Nickel Plate Arts community.

Now all I have to do is wait for the rest of the books to get here so that the 
REAL fun can begin: sharing this book with all of the kids (and kids-at-heart) 
that I know!”

IN HER NATURE
Linda Cordial has 
a love for nature 
and the outdoors. 
It was when Linda 
and her husband 
Dan lived on a 
secluded farm in 
Putnam County 
that she became 
passionate about 
blue herons and 

other waterfowl.  She could spend 
hours observing the birds in their 
natural habitat. 

Today Cordial lives on Morse Lake and 
enjoys kayaking the wetlands north of 
Red Bridge, where she quietly blends 
into the environment and observes. 
Blue herons and cranes are her favorite 
species.  

Cordial has only been painting for a couple of years, and she plans to spend 
more time in the future focusing on her love of nature and her newfound 
passion for painting. You’ll be seeing more of Cordial’s artwork in the future. 

Continued on page 12

NICKEL PLATE ARTS  TODAY

Nickel Plate Arts’ month-long Artist Showcase exhibits bring to the fore some of the outstanding 
local talent in our community. Artist Showcase exhibits are open to the public for free during 
regular hours: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 12-5 p.m.; Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; all other times 
by appointment.

MARCH 1-31, 2018

MEGAN 
HUTCHINS
Have you ever been moved to create 
your own original artwork? Megan 
Hutchins was, and she’s clearly 
nailing it. 

“I began creating nail art in the fall of 2013, when I was pregnant 
with our fifth child. I had an empty wall in my living room and I 
wanted to create a metallic piece of art, so I went to the local hardware 
store to see if I could find anything that would work,” she says. 

She discovered galvanized 
roofing nails and began to 
create her first piece: a large-
scale world map. When friends 
and family saw the finished 
map, they were blown away. 
Hutchins was hooked. 

The Noblesville artist creates 
each piece of art by hand, using her grandfather’s old hammer to 
place each individual nail. A recent exhibitor at the 2017 Penrod 
Arts Fair, she likes pieces that stand out in a crowd. 

“I have always enjoyed simple abstract black-and-white art, and I love 
that this medium takes that look to a different level,” Hutchins says. 

Hutchins works on commercial and individual projects. Her shiny 
nails give corporate logos a stunning, 3-D effect, and photo 
transfers make for unforgettable wedding gifts.

Hutchins’ work appeared during an Artist Showcase exhibit at 
Nickel Plate Arts in March. 

Find out more about Megan Hutchins and contact her through 
hgcustomdesigns.com. 

MAY 2-30, 2018

CHRISTINE 
MERCHENT
The Nickel Plate Arts 
team first met Christine 
Merchent in the spring 
of 2017 during her 

“Ballerinas on the Green” exhibit at Purgatory Golf Club. Her 
photography was impeccable, and most of her photos-on-
canvas were larger than life size. It was obvious that Merchent 
is not one to do anything halfway. She takes her inspirations 
seriously and sees each vision through to the very end, stopping 
at nothing to achieve her goal. We honored her in 2017 at the 
Nickel Plate Arts Awards with our Artist of the Year Award.

When Merchent arranged to do a second Artist Showcase with 
NPArts this year, we couldn’t wait to see what new projects she’d 
begun, knowing that she would apply the same level of attention 
to them. She returns to the Stephenson House gallery this May 
with selections from three bodies of work, including new pieces 
from “Ballerinas on the Green,” as well as two new projects, 
“Virtual Worlds” and “Fleur.”  Read on for her perspective on two 
of these projects:

Ballerinas on the Green
“I grew up in a small town of less than 5,000 people. When I was 
7, I took my first ballet class and absolutely loved it. That was the 
only year I could take classes, and the best part was going to see 
Swan Lake. Flash-forward to 2000, and my studio has become 
the golf course. I love 
capturing the intensity 
in a player’s moves, the 
energy in a swing and 
the landscape.

“The golf and ballet idea 
came to me in January 
2016. I saw a photo 
of a lovely, delicate 
ballerina, dressed all in 
white and en pointe in 
an otherwise grungy 
New York City street 
scene. The contrast was 
striking and caught my 
attention. It made me 
wonder what it would be 
like to combine my two 
passions.

“It was my husband who 
made the connection 
between the two types 
of athletes, telling me 
about what golfers 
and ballerinas have in 
common: the hours and 
hours of work that no 
one sees, just for one 
event; the abuse their 
bodies take. They both 
make it look easy and 
natural, but it isn’t.

“And so, ‘Ballerinas on the Green,’ was born.”
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Virtual Worlds
“I began this project 
after I read The View 
From the Studio Door: 
How Artists Find Their 
Way in an Uncertain 
World. The author said 
art used to bubble up 
from everyday life, ‘… 
art that flowed from the 
center of its culture …’ A 
part of my day-to-day 
life involves gaming. I 
have two boys at home 
and eight nieces and 
nephews. Everyone in 
my nuclear family plays 
to some degree.

“People tend to be 
opinionated about 
video games. Kids don’t 
think adults should play 
popular mobile games 
unless they have 
children. Many adults 
think board games or 
cards are superior
 to video games. 
Everyone had 
an opinion about 
Pokemon Go. Like 
anything that gives 
pleasure or an 
escape from reality, 
video games can be 
abused. There are 
even therapists who 
specialize in video 
game addiction.

“From an art standpoint, they provide inspiration to many young 
people to learn to draw. Kids are opinionated about gaming 
art. I’ve heard whole discussions about how water is illustrated. 
The art varies dramatically from realistic to stick figures and 
everything in between.

“For ‘Virtual Worlds,’ I specifically told the kids I photographed, 
‘Don’t do anything you wouldn’t normally do. Don’t clean your 
room, dress up or wash your hair. Just be yourself.’ I wanted it 
to be natural, real and believable. After a bit, they forgot I was 
there.

“I chose a virtual reality platform for this project because the 
players interact with the game in space; it’s dynamic and 
interesting to watch.” 

CHRISTINE MERCHENT

“Duck!” Images from Christine Merchent’s 
“Virtual Worlds” Showcase Exhibit

JUNE 1, 5:30-7 P.M.

MYART KIDS
Nickel Plate Arts is excited to present a special one-night-only showing of 
artwork from local drawing school MyArt. To celebrate and show off all of the 
students’ hard work throughout the year, MyArt staff proudly organizes an art 
show in the Stephenson House gallery every spring with cookies and lemonade. 

Offering curriculum-based programs in Noblesville since 2000, MyArt is a 
realistic drawing school serving children, teens and adults in drawing and fine 
art instruction. Programs include guided, semi-guided and fully independent 
methods of art instruction designed to develop both conceptual understanding 
and core skills and techniques. Art classes are generally structured according to 
age and are conducted in a supportive, noncompetitive environment. In addition 
to weekly art classes, MyArt also offers art camps and workshops, painting 
events for adults and families, private painting parties, birthday parties, and 
classes for scout troops.

For 2018, the MyArt exhibit reception will take place on Friday, June 1, 5:30-
7 p.m., as part of Nickel Plate Arts’ monthly First Friday programming (more on 
page 15). Mark your calendars and don’t miss MyArt’s special annual art show! 

March through  July 
2018 ARTIST SHOWCASES

JULY 5-28, 2018 

JAMES ANDERSON
Who doesn’t yearn for a summer vacation filled with 
beautiful scenery and adventure? This July, those with 
a penchant for art and a sense of wanderlust are in for a 
treat as James Anderson offers us a trip to the wild, Wild 
West via Nickel Plate Arts’ Stephenson House gallery. 

Back for his third Artist Showcase with us, Anderson will 
exhibit photography from his 2016 travels to Canyonlands 
National Park, known for its canyons and fantastically 
formed buttes carved by the Colorado River. Anderson 
and his wife Linda spent three weeks in the Utah expanse, 

snapping photos and exploring, 
in his words, “the sheer beauty 
of it all.” “Canyonlands: The 
Needles” will feature stunning 
scenery in high-resolution 
photos-on-canvas, many of 
which will be for sale. 

Anderson often finds himself 
inspired by nature, and considers 
himself “a passionate artist 

who aims to capture God’s beauty through his camera 
lens.” After retiring from a 35-year career in information 
technology, he rediscovered his artistic side and has 
explored his creative skills through a variety of photo 
projects. Anderson’s abstract photographs of nature were 
showcased in the Stephenson House in 2015, followed by 
a second showcase of nature and wildlife photos in 2016. 
The Andersons live in Greenwood next to Buffalo Creek, 
which has found its way into many of his previous photos. 

A reception for “Canyonlands: The Needles” will take 
place on July 6, 6-9 p.m., as part of Nickel Plate Arts’ First 
Friday programming. 

NICKEL PLATE ARTS  TODAY

AUGUST 1-31, 
2018 

JAN 
SNYDER
Local artist, president 
and co-founder of the 
Equine Arts Guild, and 
former Nickel Plate Arts 
Studio Artist Jan Snyder 
will showcase a new 
collection of art in our 

Stephenson House gallery in August. Her exhibit, “Pathways,” will 
feature the results of her exploration into a looser, freer style of 
painting. 

“I’m embarking on new 
and exciting changes 
in my personal life, 
leading me down new 
paths, so this title is 
more than appropriate!” 
she says.

Snyder’s curiosity 
about the world 
comes through in her 
multifaceted creative 
endeavors. She has a 
background in graphic 
design, but has painted 
animals, mandalas 
and even children’s 
faces as a part-time face painter. Her high school art teacher 
— who strongly influenced her — often stressed realism, which 
led her to a four-year focus on animal portraiture. Following her 
love of horses, Snyder has created many equine-themed works. 
In addition to her Artist Showcase, Snyder will have artwork in 
“Unbridled Art,” NPArts’ August Judge Stone House gallery exhibit 
(more on page 17). 

This new shift in focus comes from a desire to explore less 
controlled, realistic styles. Snyder is open to inspiration in even the 
simplest elements of her day-to-day existence — the play of light 
through a canopy of trees or a morning mist rising from Morse 
Lake near her home. She continues to allow her curiosity to drive 
her.  

“I have always been drawn to paths, whether it’s a deer path I find 
while hiking or simply a winding driveway,” she says. “I want to see 
what’s at the end of that path, and all the intriguing plants 
and wildlife with their myriad colors along the journey.” 

Curious to see the results of Snyder’s explorations? Attend the 
exhibit reception on August 3, 6-9 p.m., during Nickel Plate Arts’ 
monthly First Friday programming. For more information about 
Jan and her work, check out her Facebook page: 
facebook.com/jansnyderfineart

March through  July 
2018 ARTIST SHOWCASES

Continued from page 11
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at Nickel Plate Arts

FridayFriday
FirstFirst

DOING IT 
FOR THE 

KIDS
The Legacy Fund, a CICF 
Affiliate, has chosen to 
support Nickel Plate Arts’ 
children’s classes in the 
2018-2019 school year with 
a generous grant! We are 
so very grateful for their 
ongoing support of us and 
our creative economy.

EXPERIENCE NICKEL PLATE ARTS

JUNE-AUGUST 2018

2018

GuideSummerArts
Guide

FIRST FRIDAY
June 1, 6-9 p.m.
During NPArts First Fridays, get your essential 
arts nutrients and stuff to make you happy 
inside and out. In June, explore the “Science Art 
Fair” exhibit, enjoy live music from White River 
Sound Chorus and explore a one-night-only 
showcase of local kids’ art from MyArt. Cash 
bar available featuring beer and wine from 
local providers.

FREE ADMISSION.

SECOND SATURDAY ART LAB 
Art Science Experiments 
June 9, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Many art techniques are really science 
experiments! Learn about art and science 
during June’s Second Saturday Art Lab! You 
supply the curiosity and we’ll set up the 
experiments. These self-guided art projects 
are just $5/project; all supplies included. 
Parents must accompany children while on 
campus. 
No registration necessary. 

ART OF BUSINESS
Big Picture Brainstorming 
June 13, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Noblesville City Hall
As professional artists, what do we want our 
arts community to be? What do we need? 
What can we celebrate? What do we want 
to see change? Come brainstorm with us — 
everything from public art to programs, to 
gigantic dreams! Nickel Plate Arts teams up 
with the Noblesville Chamber of Commerce, 
the Bohlsen Group, and other local leaders 
to offer workshops and events to help artists 
build their business savvy.  
Register at nickelplatearts.org/classes. 

DOWNTOWN EVENT!
Nickel Plate Arts Maker Faire
June 16, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Noblesville Courthouse 
Square
The Nickel Plate Arts Maker Faire returns 
to showcase works of our talented local 
artisans and makers. Watch live demos and 
shop from a wide variety of handmade or 
hand-designed goods including pottery, 
woodenware, handmade books, jewelry, bath 
and body products, home decor, candles, and 
more. Plus, the 41st Annual Strawberry Festival 
organized by St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 
will be happening alongside us.

FREE ADMISSION.

THIRD 
SATURDAY
Nickel Plate 
Arts Atlanta
June 16, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Inside the Nickel 
Plate Arts Atlanta 
Artist Studio Space 
(165 E Main St.), you’ll 
find inspiration to get 
your weekend creative project going. Large 
abstract paintings, artfully edited photos, 
exciting graphic design projects — what is 
Studio Artist Ben Jennings working on today? 
Come up to our second floor Studio Space 
between 10 a.m.-2 p.m. to find out!

FREE ADMISSION.

FIRST FRIDAY
July 6, 6-9 p.m.
See our latest exhibit, “Fit to Print,” featuring 
artwork from local printmakers inside the 
Judge Stone House gallery. Tap a foot (or dare 
to dance) to Unicorn Derby, a rockin’ band 
who first met up down in Fountain Square. 
Explore an Artist Showcase exhibit from 
James Anderson in the Stephenson House 
gallery. Cash bar available featuring beer and 
wine from local providers.

FREE ADMISSION.

SECOND SATURDAY ART LAB 
Simple Printmaking!
July 14. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Curious about how some of the art in exhibit 
“Fit to Print” was made? We’ll show you! Learn 
about marbling, make your own vegetable 
stamp, and lots more! Instructions and 
materials included to help you make simple 
prints. These self-guided art projects are just 
$5/project. Parents must accompany children 
while on campus. 
No registration necessary. 

ART OF BUSINESS
Ice Cream + Connect
July 18, 6:30-8 p.m.
Location TBD
“Connect” conversations are driven by our 
region’s working artists. Often, some of the 
best professional advice can come from 
peers who have been there, done that and 
learned hard lessons. Throughout 2018, we 
will organize informal conversations over 
coffee, ice cream or another treat to allow 
artists to network, share war stories and pose 
thoughtful questions to help us all grow as 
professionals.  
Visit nickelplatearts.org/classes for 
updates.

FIRST FRIDAY
August 3, 6-9 p.m.
Peruse our latest exhibit, “Unbridled Art” 
by the Equine Art Guild, in the Judge Stone 
House gallery. Hear live music by crowd 
favorite jazz guitarist Steve Newby. Explore an 
Artist Showcase exhibit from Jan Snyder in the 
Stephenson House gallery. Cash bar available 
featuring beer and wine from local providers.

FREE ADMISSION.

SECOND SATURDAY ART LAB 
Horsing Around!
August 11, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
If you love horses, this will be a great art lab 
for you! We’re inspired by our August equine 
exhibit to create art all about horses. Bring 
your creativity to campus and draw, paint 
and collage horse art. These self-guided art 
projects are just $5/project; all instruction and 
supplies included. Parents must accompany 
children while on campus. 
No registration necessary. 

THIRD SATURDAY
Nickel Plate Arts Atlanta
August 18, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Inside the Nickel Plate Arts Atlanta Artist 
Studio Space (165 E Main St.), you’ll find 
inspiration to get your weekend creative 
project going. Large abstract paintings, 
artfully edited photos, exciting graphic design 
projects — what is Studio Artist Ben Jennings 
working on today? Come up to our second 
floor Studio Space to find out!

FREE ADMISSION.

ART OF BUSINESS
Social Media 101
August 22, 6:30-8 p.m.
Noblesville Library
Social media can be a powerful tool to help 
you market your art and your personal brand. 
Join us to brush up on basic of social media 
marketing, best practices and tips. Nickel Plate 
Arts teams up with the Noblesville Chamber 
of Commerce, the Bohlsen Group, and other 
local leaders to offer workshops and events to 
help artists build their business savvy.
Register at nickelplatearts.org/classes.

From NPArts Fit to Print Exhbit: 

Running the River by Becky Heimann
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Colors of the Day by Becky Heimann
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We want you to experience what Nickel Plate Region artists have to offer. All of Nickel 
Plate Arts’ exhibits are open to the public for free during regular hours: Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday, 12-5 p.m.; Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; all other times by appointment.

EXPERIENCE NICKEL PLATE ARTS

 EXHIBITS

2018

GuideSummerArts
Guide

Science 

JUNE 1 - 30, 2018

A partnership with 
The DaVinci Pursuit to connect 
art, science, and community

“Fortress Flickeringspeech” fractal art by Andi Overman

Art FairArt Fair

MEYER NAJEM 
SHOWCASE 
WARREN 
MILLER
 Now Through 
June 29
Meyer Najem, an 
official Nickel Plate 
Arts partner, has 
transformed the 
second floor of its 
Fishers headquarters 
(11787 Lantern Road) 
into a modern, open 
space, perfect for its 
rotating exhibits of 
contemporary works 
by local artists. 

Through June 29, see Warren Miller’s bold, 
graphic paintings. Inspired by the artwork of his 
father and grandfather, Miller studied graphic 
design at the Rochester Institute of Technology 
in New York. As an adult, he began using his 
design skills in large-scale, colorful paintings 
that touch on a variety of topics, ranging from 
political issues to Miller’s unique perspective 
as a deaf artist. Miller has been featured in the 
magazine DeafLife, and his artwork has been 
featured on the ABC Family Channel’s popular 
show “Switched at Birth.” Nickel Plate Arts will 
host an exhibit reception at Meyer Najem on 
May 25 with many of Miller’s works for sale. 
Enjoy refreshments, meet the artist and 
explore exceptional art from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
The gallery is open to the public for free 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

ARTIST SHOWCASE  
MYART KIDS
June 1, 5:30-7 p.m. 
Friends and family of MyArt students, as well 
as anyone curious about what our community’s 
young artists are creating, are invited to 
attend the annual MyArt reception inside the 
Stephenson House gallery (more on page 12). 
In Noblesville for 18 years, MyArt is a drawing 
school serving artists of all ages. MyArt staff 
organizes an annual art show every spring with 
cookies and lemonade to show off its students’ 
works. Stick around for our monthly First Friday fun! 

EXHIBIT  
SCIENCE ART FAIR
June 1-30 
It’s a beautiful thing when science and art collide! 
This June, we’re partnering with The DaVinci 
Pursuit, a nonprofit organization that exists to 
“connect art, science and community” to host an 
exhibit that does just that. Our “Science Art Fair” 
will entertain artists, art patrons and lovers of 
science alike. Join us for an opening reception 
June 1, 6-9 p.m., with live music, refreshments, 
drinks and more. 

ART IN CITY HALL 
INDIANA ARTISTS EXHIBIT
June 4-29, Monday-Friday, 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
In conjunction with the Fishers Arts Council, 
enjoy this exhibit of works from the Indiana Artists 
organization inside the halls of Fishers City Hall. 
Join us for a reception June 2, 2-4 p.m., to meet 
the artists and get an early look at their art. Plus, 
the exhibit will be available all day during the 
SPARK!Fishers festival. The gallery is open to the 
public for free

MEYER NAJEM SHOWCASE  
SHARON JISKRA BROOKS
July 2-September 28
Nickel Plate Arts partner Meyer Najem will 
host local artist Sharon Jiskra Brooks inside its 
beautiful Fishers gallery space (11787 Lantern 
Road). Brooks’ “Things as They Are” collection 
will feature oil and acrylic paintings reflecting 
her urban Chicago roots and aspects of the 
more rural life that surrounds her now in Indiana. 
Brooks’ father was a professional photographer, 
and she grew up immersed in seeing things 
through his creative lens. Brooks serves as 

marketing director for Selbert Perkins 
Design. Nickel Plate Arts will host a 
reception on July 13, 6-9 p.m., as part 
of Fishers’ Arts Crawl.
The gallery is open to the public for 
free, Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

ARTIST 
SHOWCASE  
JAMES 
ANDERSON
July 5-28 
NPArts welcomes 
back artist James 
Anderson, a 
three-time Artist 

Showcase veteran, to the Stephenson House 
gallery in July. Anderson applies his perspective 
to the craft of photography in his “Canyonlands: 
The Needles” exhibit (more on page 13). Nickel 
Plate Arts will host an exhibit reception July 6, 
6-9 p.m., as part of our monthly First Friday 
programming. 

EXHIBIT  
FIT TO PRINT
July 6-28 
We’ve found our charming prints! “Fit to Print” 
seeks to celebrate the product and process of 
printmaking. Etchings, engravings, monoprints, 
woodcuts, lithography, screen printing, 
letterpress and more — we will showcase a 
variety of processes from the printmaking artists 
in our network. “Fit to Print” will be on display in 
the Judge Stone House gallery space, with most 
works for sale. Join us for a special opening 
reception on July 6, 6-9 p.m., with live music, 
refreshments, drinks and more. 

JUNE - AUGUST 2018

CLASSES 
MAY - AUGUST 2018

DIY Aromatherapy Class with 
Jane VanOsdol
June 19, 6-8:30 p.m.
New class! Local maker, beekeeper and 
certified aromatherapist Jane VanOsdol 
will present a make-and-take workshop at 
NPArts for both pampering and practical 
applications. During the class, students will learn 
aromatherapy basics and safety protocols when 
using essential oils in preparation for creating 
their own personal products. Each participant 
will make their own Hibiscus Rose Sugar Scrub 
and Aromatherapy Inhaler with high-quality 
ingredients as VanOsdol discusses the benefits 
of each product. Students should plan to bring 
a clean glass jar (at least 12 oz. capacity, free 
from strong smells) to decorate as a container 
for the sugar scrub. Nickel Plate Arts will provide 
paint and a pre-printed label. All other supplies 
and tools will be included in the $30 cost of the 
class. Register at nickelplate.org/classes.

Monday Night Drawing Class, 
Session 3 
Mondays, July 2-September 10, 
7-9 p.m.
Nickel Plate Arts’ popular 10-week Monday 
Night Drawing Class is available to adult artists 
at all skill levels, basic to advanced. Instructor 
Stephanie Dennis has a fine art degree from 
Ventura College of California and has been 
focusing on pottery for the past eight years. 

Because she is passionate about helping people 
find and develop their creative selves, this class 
is great for beginners and a relaxed opportunity 
for more experienced artists! Nickel Plate Arts 
will provide basic materials, but participants may 
also bring their own supplies. Students must be 
15 and older. Cost is $110 for 10-week session 
(10 classes), includes all supplies and artist 
instruction.  Register at nickelplatearts.org/
classes. 

Intuitive 
Abstract 
Painting Class 
with Tori 
Weyers  
Thursdays 

July 26-August 16, 6-9 p.m.
Local artist Tori Weyers leads students through 
abstract painting and mixed media techniques 
in our popular painting class at NPArts! Explore 
your artistic intuition and find your style while 
working with acrylic paints. Get comfortable 
working big and mixing colors both on the 
palette and on the canvas. Work in layers and 
explore a variety of mark-making tools and 
mixed media techniques. Previous students of 
this class are welcome to join this session for an 
“open studio” approach. Cost is $130 for 4-week 
session; includes all supplies. 
Learn about Weyers and register at 
nickelplate.org/classes

ARTIST SHOWCASE  
JAN SNYDER
August 1-31 
Local artist and Equine Art Guild president Jan 
Snyder fills our Stephenson House gallery in 
August (more info page 13). Snyder is an all-
around multitalented artist with a background in 
graphic design and a love for horses. The public 
is welcome to an exhibit reception Aug. 3, 6-9 p.m., 
as part of our First Friday programming. 

EXHIBIT  
“UNBRIDLED ART” BY THE 
EQUINE ART GUILD
August 3 - September 1
Love art? Love horses? NPArts is excited to once 
again partner with the Equine Art Guild for the 
organization’s “Unbridled Art” exhibit, merging 
art with a love of horses. Horses of all colors 
and mediums will grace the walls of our Judge 
Stone House gallery space. You are invited to 
a reception Aug. 3, 6-9 p.m., with live music 
by Noblesville jazz guitarist Steve Newby, 
refreshments, drinks and more. 
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Pantone colors: Silver 22, Charcoal 7, Pink 11, Flamingo Pink 33, Fuchsia 3
Colors: Charcoal, pale pink, �amingo pink, fuchsia
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Cele�ating Six Yea � 

Forging “Sweet” 

Cele�ating Six Yea �
Ni�el Plate Arts

Forging “Sweet” 

Cele�ating Six Yea �
Ni�el Plate Arts

Save the Date: September 12th, 2018
V.I.P.—5:30-6:30, Event—6:30-9:30

Mill Top
Hamilton County’s Premier  

Banquet and Conference Center

Sponsorships Available
Email rodell@nickelplatearts.org  

with questions

he new Nickel Plate Arts strategic plan will guide our 

organization through 2023, building on what we are 

doing well, what we have learned during our last six 

years, and how we can best serve our community. With this new 

plan, we have honed several key elements of Nickel Plate Arts’ 

guiding tenets. 

Our new mission is to cultivate arts resources to enrich the lives 

of everyone who experiences our community. In part, this is a 

departure from hosting and planning events and programs on 

our campus. This new approach spreads the arts more widely 

throughout the five towns we serve in the eastern half of Hamilton 

County, from Fishers to Atlanta. The execution of this new mission 

will allow us to reach more people and grow the arts more 

robustly.

Cultivating arts resources is a critical priority for us, and it will 

play out in different, exciting ways over the next several years. 

Building partnerships and being collaborative with those partners 

is paramount. For example, NPArts will be working even more 

closely alongside people to develop cool projects and events 

for the public to enjoy. Moving forward, you will see us enkindle 

new endeavors and find new homes for art to live on a more 

permanent basis. 

How It Can Play Out
What does all this “collaboration” look like? To illustrate how the 

new strategic plan can play out in the future, consider NPArts’ 

Fairyville program. “Welcome to Fairyville” debuted in 2012 with 

an invitation to the public to build fairy houses from scratch and 

a few related events on campus at NPArts. Each year since, 

NICKEL PLATE ARTS
STRATEGIC PLAN 2023

What it means for you and our community

NICKEL PLATE ARTS  TOMORROW

T Fairyville has gained popularity and interest from not only 

individuals but also neighboring business owners. In 2018, we 

seized the opportunity to collaborate more fully than ever before. 

On Saturday, April 21, at least 300 visitors came through our 

doors. Throughout the four-day Fairyville event, we sold out of 

every fairy-related item — books, crafts, weekend Fairy Tea Party 

reservations and more. We can’t estimate how many people 

walked the trail to see the fairy houses, but we did notice greater 

social media engagement of people sharing posts and pictures 

of themselves on the trail. The opening of a new section of the 

Riverwalk helped draw a crowd to the trail.

The huge increase in engagement by local merchants gave us 

even more reason to celebrate the 2018 Fairyville event. Main 

Street Noblesville helped us spread the word to encourage 

downtown shops, service providers and restaurants to create 

their own “fairy doors” to go along with Fairyville. A total of 16 

merchants participated, putting out a small door to indicate that 

fairies were welcome there.  Several shops created elaborate 

window displays. Kiln Creations offered customers fairy-themed 

items to paint. 

There was so much organic embracing of the Fairyville program, 

with guests turning it into their own experience. Several groups 

came onto our campus to hang out and eat ice cream — clearly 

they had made Alexander’s a stop on their tour of downtown 

Noblesville. The ability for our event to engage and support the 

entire downtown community was exciting and illustrates the kind 

of impact NPArts can continue to grow for entire communities.

We have proven that certain programs, such as Fairyville, are 

working really well. We also know 

that if we didn’t continue to expand 

it, it could collapse under its own 

weight. We have also discovered 

through our current approach to 

sales that we can regularly sell art in 

Noblesville — we’ve seen significant 

gains in art sales revenue year 

over year and repeat customers 

come in looking for something they 

know will be here. Building more 

relationships with artists, patrons 

and organizational partners will 

continue to feed the appetite for art 

in our region. 

Municipal Partnerships 
Expand Arts Leverage
NPArts has always been eager 

to pursue and seize smart 

opportunities. Our new approach 

with the cities of Noblesville and Fishers are two examples of this, 

as they are now economically supporting us to serve as their arts 

organization. As such, we are participating in grant opportunities 

around streetscapes and public art projects. And more and 

more individuals are discovering how they can contribute to 

their communities’ arts initiatives. Darren Peterson, for one, has 

become the “father” of Noblesville’s crosswalk art projects. 

We want to unlock more of the creative potential in people, 

organizations and processes. With the City of Noblesville, we are 

talking about public murals and how to simplify the process of 

installing public art. Working with Noblesville Arts Council’s public 

art committee, by the end of 2018, the city will have a system in 

place to make more of these public art projects possible. 

Noblesville and Fishers have momentum, and existing resources 

and ideas from which to build. In a lot of ways, it’s easy to 

participate. In Atlanta, something of a renaissance is going on, 

thanks to Mr. Muffin’s Trains’ engagement of studio artists through 

the NPArts Atlanta Artist Studio Space. Since June 2017, NPArts 

has been managing the second floor of Mr. Muffin’s Trains as 

a studio arts space, arts incubator and place for community 

engagement. In Atlanta, the arts are reactivating vacant spaces 

and getting people excited about the community. Stay tuned for 

more related to the Nickel Plate rail corridor project and NPArts’ 

role in it.

A final way we are working with cities is through community 

event development. In Fishers, the big standout is the upcoming 

June 30 Spark!Fishers event, for which NPArts will publicize arts 

opportunities, plan stages and more. 

Organizational Partners in 2018 
Cities like Fishers have several existing groups, including the 

Fishers Arts Council and Fishers Music Works, led by great 

people who are carrying out exciting initiatives. This year, we are 

focused on helping such groups with 

services they don’t have the capacity 

or interest in executing on their own. 

We are figuring out how best to 

collaborate with such organizations 

and bridge the perceived gap 

between arts groups and the city 

administration. 

Last fall, we helped Fishers Music 

Works facilitate a mini business 

strategy retreat. Ailithir McGill, NPArts 

executive director, participated 

to better understand the group 

and identify low-hanging fruit and 

priorities that have the biggest impact 

moving forward. At Hamilton East 

Public Library’s Fishers branch, we’ve 

worked with the Ignite Studio team 

to ensure a successful summer 2018 

opening. Once Ignite is up and running, 

NPArts will refer people to Ignite.

As partnerships grow and collaboration builds, NPArts will 

continue to stay nimble, doing our part to support local arts 

resources in our region.

If you are interested in more information about the new NPArts 

strategic plan, please contact Executive Director Aili McGill at 

amcgill@nickelplatearts.org. 

“The ability for our event to engage and 

support the entire downtown community 

was exciting and illustrates the kind of 

impact NPArts can continue to grow for 

entire communities.”     — Ailithir McGill
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Located in the Eller House (116th & Allisonville) 
Suite 200 • www.propellermktg.com

A Fishers Advertising Agency

Darren Peterson
Board President, Peterson Architecture 

Leslie Geiger
Board Vice President, Church Church Hittle + Antrim

Jocelyn Vare
Board Treasurer/Secretary, Propeller Marketing

John Scott Foster
Member, Friends of Noblesville Parks  

Chris Jensen
Member, Lochmueller Group

Gino Johnson
Member, Peachin Schwartz & Weingardt, P.C.

Liz Foley-Nelson
Member, Liz Foley Real Estate

Bobbi K. Samples
Member, Artist

Katie Thompson
Member, Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf

Thank you to the following people for their 
outstanding service on our Board of Directors:

Corrie Meyer
Innovative Planning LLC 

(served from 2014 to 2018) 

John Dierdorf
Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf 

(served from 2012 to 2018)

Anthony Najem
Meyer Najem Construction 
(served from 2015 to 2018)

We are sad to see their terms end and are very grateful for all 
of the wonderful ways in which they have supported and will 

continue to support our arts community!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 

We’re your advocate + so much more 
COMMITTED.  PERSONAL SERVICE.  EXPERIENCED.   

 

Personal Injury | Real Estate | Business Services | Intellectual Property 
Family + Domestic | Estate Planning + Probate | School + Education 
Litigation | Local Government + Zoning | Criminal Defense | Sports 

 
www.cchalaw.com 

317.773.2190 
Offices in 

Noblesville | Fishers | Tipton | Merrillville | Zionsville 
 

Nickel Plate Arts is supported by the outstanding 
leadership and guidance of our Board of Directors.

2017 NICKEL PLATE ARTS 
SPONSORS

PRIMARY FUNDER
Hamilton County Tourism

MASTERWORK-LEVEL ($10,000+)
Duke Energy Foundation

PREMIUM LEVEL ($5,000+)
The Bohlsen Group  |  Church, Church Hittle + Antrim

  The City of Noblesville 
Indiana Arts Commission  |  The Legacy Fund

LEVEL 4 ($2,500-$4,999)
Peachin Schwartz & Weingardt, P.C.  |  Printing Partners 

Peterson Architecture

LEVEL 3 ($1000 – $2,499)
Brannon, Sowers, Cracraft

Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf  |  Meyer Najem 
The Noblesville Township Trustee

LEVEL 2 ($600-$999)
Shepherd Insurance 

Prizm: The Artists’ Supply Store

LEVEL 1 ($300)
Angie Foreman Designs  |  Barley Island

College Fund Cupcakes  |  Greg Dickos, Edward Jones   
KRM Architecture  |  M.S. Woods Real Estate

Mr. G’s Liquor  |  Mr. Muffin’s Trains  |  Pizza King in Tipton
 Susan Tibbs  |  F.C. Tucker

New 2018 Nickel Plate Arts Sponsors 
The City of Fishers  $45,000

The City of Noblesville  $50,000
The Legacy Fund   $13,000

The Milltop Banquet and Conference Center  $5,000
Meredith Ziegenhagel, F.C. Tucker  $300

Be Well Family Care   $300
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Printing • Mailing Services • Publishing • Signage 
Promotional Products • Marketing

At Printing Partners, we look at the bigger picture. To 
us, print is more than simply putting ink on paper. It’s 
the act of transforming your thoughts, feelings and hard 
work into something tangible. Similarly, organizations like 
Nickel Plate Arts aren’t just organizations, but educational 
journeys to a broadened mindset and an open heart.  
And we’re proud to support it. 

PrintingPartners.net

R E A L  E S T A T E ,  L L C

MILL TOP BANQUET & CONFERENCE CENTER
802 Mulberry St., Noblesville, IN

milltop-indy.com  |  (317) 219-3450

HISTORY MEETS
Urban Chic!

Angie Foremandesigns
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We’re your advocate + so much more 
COMMITTED.  PERSONAL SERVICE.  EXPERIENCED.   

 

Personal Injury | Real Estate | Business Services | Intellectual Property 
Family + Domestic | Estate Planning + Probate | School + Education 
Litigation | Local Government + Zoning | Criminal Defense | Sports 

 
www.cchalaw.com 

317.773.2190 
Offices in 

Noblesville | Fishers | Tipton | Merrillville | Zionsville 
 

Thank you for choosing to share your ideas  
and talents with our community.

1 North Pennsylvania St., Suite 800, Indianapolis, IN  46204
317.630.2810   |   BSCAttorneys.com

SMART. VIBRANT. ENTREPRENEURIAL.

MR. MUFFINS TRAINS
165 E. MAIN STREET

ATLANTA, IN

317. 569.1999

A proud supporter of Nickel Plate Arts:
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NICKEL PLATE ARTS, NOBLESVILLE 
JUST NORTH OF INDY

 Plan your artistic getaway at VisitHamiltonCounty.com 

DISCOVER IES
A R E  C L O S E R  T H A N  Y O U  T H I N K


