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           hen people learn that I’m the 
director of Nickel Plate Arts, they often 
ask me what I studied in school. As an 
undergraduate, I majored in Museums and 
Museum Management at Earlham College 
in Richmond, Indiana. It was a self-designed 
major that I created by combining classes 
in art history, biology, American history and 
management. I went to Earlham partially 
because of that school’s connection with 
Conner Prairie, and partially because they 
had a Natural History Museum on campus, 
as well as a few museum studies classes.

I sought out these museum studies classes 
because from an early age I knew that 
I really wanted to connect people with 
knowledge, ideas and experiences that 
could excite and inspire them. Before I 
could even walk, my parents took me to 
museums and other cultural attractions to 
learn more about the world and just to have 
fun (next time you see me at an event, ask 
me about my first museum experience). 
While I have always been a good student, I 
tended to enjoy much more the lessons that 
I taught myself in the galleries of museums, 
looking at objects or artwork or reading 
stories about the ways the world used to 
be. I could learn at my own pace, try things 
for myself, and soak up details that you just 
can’t often find in textbooks. As I’ve grown 
and studied, I’ve learned that this type of 
learning — free-choice learning, as some 
call it — is vital to well-rounded childhood 
development, and an important thing for 
adults to have access to, as well. Thriving 
communities need to have many rich free-
choice learning opportunities for citizens to 
feel engaged, challenged and inspired.

Nickel Plate Arts  Director
A  Word   from Aili

In college I would dream about having my 
own quirky museum. I clearly remember 
sitting in class, daydreaming about a big, 
open space where an a capella chorus 
was performing, while an art installation 
was being hung, science experiments 
were underway, and historical interpreters 

wandered around in full costume. Of course, 
at the time I knew that this dream was most 
likely just that: I was much more likely to end 
up as a mid-level manager of a particular 
program for the bulk of my career, instead of 
having a whole organization all to myself.

But I kept myself open to the possibility, and 
look where I ended up! After working at 
Conner Prairie for 11 years, I saw a job posting 
for Director of Nickel Plate Arts and recognized 
that this could be the job of my dreams. Now, 
I’m in charge of a very creative space where 
virtually anything can happen, and I have the 
opportunity to initiate and influence community 
activities in six different towns.

Nickel Plate Arts

107 South 8th Street

Noblesville, IN  46060

317.452.3690
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However, while the core of my dream from 
young adulthood is now a reality, there’s still 
one incredibly vital component needed to 
continue making my dreams come true: 
I need input from you. Your ideas and 
vision for what you want to see in this 
community are absolutely critical to the 
health of our organization. Without you, our 
members, there can be no Nickel Plate Arts. 
Without a close relationship with you, we 
can’t get what we need to fuel the creative 
engines behind our work.

So please help me make your dreams 
come true, too. Take our online survey 
(nickelplatearts.org/stories/tell-us-your-
dreams), or just drop by our campus and 
share your ideas with me. What kind of 
creative opportunities do you want for 
yourself or your children? What skill or 
experience have you always wished you 
could try? Is there a creative person you’ve 
always wanted to meet? 

After three years of operation, it’s now 
time for Nickel Plate Arts to dream big. We 
exist in the Land of Possibilities. We now 
need your help to fill in the details of those 
possibilities and make them come true!

Thanks for your support!

Aili McGill
Director
AMcGill@nickelplatearts.org
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    Crowdsourcing 
              County Pride
      Video Storyteller and 
                                      Artist Hannah Lindgren

can get in on the 
visual conversation 
at the exhibit 
by writing what 
you love about 
Hamilton County 
and pick up a 
crayon to color a 
Hamilton County 
image designed 
by artist Kate 
Foster.

Instagram, Hamilton County and 
crowdsourcing collide in a most loving way 
during the March Artist Showcase exhibit, 
March 2-31. The #loveHC exhibit will fill 
the walls of our historic Stephenson House 
with photos showing the sights, people, 
foods and more we love in Hamilton 
County. Hannah Lindgren, founder of 
Deliberate Media video production in 
downtown Noblesville, rallied Instagram 
and cell phone users in our community to 
tag and submit images for #loveHC. You 

DELIBERATE
MEDIA

SMALL STORIES. BIG IMPACT.
DeliberateMediaLLC.com

“I believe that the 

strongest communities 

have a huge art base to 

them whether it’s in your 

face or subtle.”

                  - Hannah Lindgren

      was mad,” she says. During Hannah Lindgren’s      
     sophomore year at Lawrence North High School, she got 
shut out of the photography class she desperately wanted to 
take. Instead, she got stuck in a video course. “By the end of 
it, I was smitten.”
 
What hooked her was the reaction to a video she produced 
about her mother’s father, Forrest Myers. Her grandfather, 
veteran of three wars, helicopter pilot and Purple 
Heart honoree, cried when his 
granddaughter showed him the video 
she had made about his life. To see 
him respond with such raw emotion 
proved to Lindgren just how powerful 
video could be.
 
Several years later now, Lindgren 
is the owner of Deliberate Media, 
a video storytelling agency she 
founded in downtown Noblesville 
in 2013. In March this year, she will 
present the Artist Showcase exhibit, 
#loveHC, inside the Stephenson House on the Nickel Plate 
Arts campus. The exhibit will feature Instagram and cell 
phone photos submitted by the public of sights, events, 
people, food and more things to love in Hamilton County.
 
As a videographer, Lindgren crisscrosses Hamilton County on 
a regular basis and views her surroundings through a lens and 

with a consciousness that the casual visitor may not 
have as they go about their daily lives. #loveHC will 

bridge that community pride with the popularity of whipping 
out your phone and snapping a photo.
 
“I believe that the strongest communities have a huge art base 
to them whether it’s in your face or subtle, whether it has to 
do with planning of the community and public art, or it’s a vibe 
that people appreciate the arts and arts events,” she says.
 
“That’s why I chose Noblesville. I already was aware of how 
strong the arts community is here, so I knew I’d have the 
support I needed and would be able to continue to support 
this community that I had fallen in love with.”
 
Lindgren says initiatives in public art (Gabriel Lehman’s mural 
on the red brick wall near Eighth and Maples streets and Rick 
Heflin’s train car metal sculpture tucked inside the pocket park 
at the edge of the White River pedestrian bridge) and events 
(the chalk festival at Hamilton Town Center this past summer) 
demonstrate Noblesville’s commitment to the arts community.
 
“The more visible art you have, the more artists will be 
drawn to the community because they feel like they will be 
supported there,” she says.
 

Lindgren relocated 
Deliberate Media 
from a space next 
door to Nickel Plate 
Arts to a sunny 
second-floor loft 
on Ninth Street 
in Noblesville 
overlooking the 
Courthouse in 
December 2015, 
where she and her 
team execute video 

storytelling for a variety of clients, from traditional businesses 
to nonprofits and private citizens with a cause.
 
In all of her work, she still focuses on creating a connection 
with her audience, just like the one she saw from her 
grandfather back in high school as he sat in his backyard. That 
video has some audio issues — crickets and birds — Lindgren 
says, but the emotion is still there.

During #loveHC, she isn’t seeking perfection in every image. 
The crowdsourced collection of photos will be woven 
together to create feelings about Hamilton County that 
represent the entire community. 
 
“The arts vibe along the Nickel Plate Railroad is so authentic 
— like it’s always been here and we’re just highlighting it. You 
don’t have to force it here. It already exists.”
 
Read the full story, including Lindgren’s forays into 
quidditch, her biggest “highs” and recreating “Twilight,” 
online at NickelPlateArts.org.

Featured Artists

“I
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           harity Counts and Maxwell    
           Hopkins are sharing the 
spotlight as our April Showcase Artists. 
Counts is the associate vice president 
of exhibits at The Children’s Museum 
of Indianapolis, and Hopkins, age 5, is 
in junior kindergarten at St. Louis de 
Montfort in Fishers. The mother and 
son duo have been collaborating on art 
projects for most of Max’s young life.
 
“I think he’s been making art since he 
could lift a pencil,” Counts says. “But 
only in the last year, I would say, has he 
started to call it ‘art’ or refer to himself 
as an ‘artist.’ I think he’s simply curious 
and observant … an essential set of 
qualities for an artist in my opinion.”
 
At the Children’s Museum, Counts 
leads cross-departmental teams that 
work on exhibits, including Take Me 
There: China, Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles, and Tutankhamun: The Golden 
King and the Great Pharaohs.
 
She loves working in teams at the 
museum and making art with her son at 
home.  Their joint exhibit, Art by Two, 

C

Gallery Show for
Mother & Son 

         hawn    
         Deitch, 
an artist living 
and working 
in Carmel, 
Ind., will 
showcase her 
oil paintings 
in Nickel 
Plate Arts’ 
Stephenson 
House in May. 
She draws 
inspiration 
from nature 
and has 
a special 
interest 
in Indiana 
wetlands and 
lakes as well 
as seasonal 
landscapes 

and cityscapes. An avid traveler, she enjoys 
capturing scenes from her trips and has 
added desert landscapes to her repertoire.

“Painting takes me into the world I’m 
creating: a peaceful morning, an exciting 

jaunt through the woodlands, exploring 
wetlands via kayak or memories of my first 
car,” Deitch says. “The great majority of 
my paintings are alla prima, even the large 
pieces. I love the satisfaction of beginning 
and finishing a painting in one day, even if 
it’s a very long day.” Alla prima is a painting 
technique in which layers of wet paint are 
applied to previously administered layers 
of wet paint.

Deitch spent her early years painting, 
drawing and creating art from fabrics, 
clay and found objects in her immediate 
world such as plaster, copper, lumber and 
botanical items. College led her away 
from art toward law school and successful 
careers in business, law, accounting and 
commercial real estate. When her two boys 
matured into young men pursuing their 
own life paths, a spark, or perhaps a fire, 
rekindled a desire to dive back into the 
joyous world of art. 

“Mid-century modern meets Georgian 
traditionalist best describes the influences 
for my art,”  Deitch says. “As a child, I lived 
and played within enormous pieces of 
artwork: mid-century modern homes with 

natural light from walls of glass and open 
spaces. Then modern married traditional, 
resulting in my continually evolving style 
of art. Although I enjoy all art mediums, I 
have a soft spot for the creamy texture and 
fresh, rich colors of oil paint.” 
 
Deitch is a member of the Hamilton 
County Artists’ Association, the 
Hoosier Salon, the Indiana Plein Air 
Painters Association and the American 
Impressionist Society. She now works 
exclusively in oils and has studied with 
numerous regional and national artists. 

“Painting is like putting together a puzzle, 
except the pieces and the end result are 
part of the puzzle I create,” Deitch says. 
“Sometimes the painting takes on a life of its 
own and the final result even surprises me.”

“Although I 
enjoy all art 
mediums, I have 
a soft spot for 
the creamy 
texture and 
fresh, rich colors 
of oil paint.”

Deitch’s World
Visit oil painter’s scenes during May show  

S

Featured Artists

will be in the Stephenson House April 
1-30 and includes several paintings they 
painted together.
 
“Max and I had so much fun working 
on art together but we also had to 
problem solve together and ran into 
creative differences, just like any 
other team. So it was a great learning 
experience for us.” 
 
As an artist, Counts appreciates what 
organizations like Nickel Plate Arts 
bring to communities. She believes it’s 
good for the soul and feels lucky that 
there is a place in town where she can 
display her art and her son’s.
 
“I mostly want to have a show so that 
he knows I take what we’ve been 
making seriously. It’s valuable to me. 
Now, he tells everyone that we are 
artists and we are a team. It’s so fun!”

The “Art by Two” show runs 
April 1-29. See their works in the 
Stephenson House during regular 

business hours. Meet the artists at a 
reception on April 16 from 2-5 p.m.

i

View Deitch’s artwork May 4-31 
in the Stephenson House during 
regular business hours. Learn 

more about her at shawndeitch.com and 
shawndeitchpaintings.com.

Father and son Leroy and Eric O’Dell are 
the latest pair to join Nickel Plate Arts as 
Studio Artists. Get to know them here, and 
then visit their studio on campus.
 
Leroy O’Dell
A retired Noblesville 
firefighter, Leroy works 
primarily in watercolor, 
painting in impressionistic 
and realistic styles. He has an affinity for 
old barns and architecture from the past.
 
O’Dell moved to Noblesville in the 1960s 
from Los Angeles. He has been a member 
of the Hamilton County Artists’ Association 
for 15 years, particularly involved in its 
Gathering of Plein Air Painters. He’s been 
painting and drawing off and on since high 
school.
 
“It’s relaxing. It takes the stress off you 
especially when you do a really good 
painting. It’s fun for me, and I seem to have 
a knack for it so why waste it?” he says.
 
Eric O’Dell
Eric moved back to
Central Indiana from 
Washington DC with his 
wife to be an American 
Sign Language interpreter. 
The couple had plans to 
buy a tiny house to help pay 
down debt and have settled into the 
renovated garage behind his father Leroy’s 
home. The space is about 450 square feet.
 
Eric studied printmaking for three years 
at Herron School of Art and Design. 
He enjoys making books by hand and 
describes his style as modern, conceptual 
and abstract.
 
He plans to use the Nickel Plate Arts 
studio to get back into painting, hone his 
skills and figure out what most inspires him 
as an artist.

“When you look at a great artwork, you can 
see the artist’s hand in the work,” he says. 
At first glance, you can identify a Van Gogh, 
Hopper or Matisse. “I’m trying to develop 
my own hand that’s uniquely mine.”
 

O’Dells Move In
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     n the art room at Promise Road Elementary, a little  
     girl asks her teacher how to spell “creative.” A 
fellow kindergartener designs a cup holder out of stiff 
paper and a staple, while another boy uses the same 
materials to make a hat.
 
Yellow bins of waxy crayons and thick yellow pencils 
are put away. Kids deposit staplers back into a drawer, 
and Mrs. Patterson counts down from 10 to the end 
of class. “I am the queen,” she reminds her students. 
“Chins up. Hands down,” and then she takes a bow, 
“Thank you very much.”
 
Patterson and her fellow Noblesville Schools 
elementary art teachers are gearing up for the annual 
Young Artists Exhibit at Nickel Plate Arts, a showcase 
of work from children in grades K-5. See the show 
March 3-25 inside the Judge Stone House Gallery. 
Patterson helps organize the show and also has her 
own business as a fine artist, Patterson Pottery.
 
Nikki Powers is the mother of Aiden and Hailey, two 
students at Promise Road Elementary. She says she 
displays her children’s work at home, but being a part 
of the Young Artists Exhibit is special.
 
“One reason we love doing that show is because it 
makes their art real. It’s a real gallery. People are really 
coming. And there are really cookies!” she says.
 
Promise Road Elementary is a problem-based learning 
school, whereby students learn by solving an open-
ended question.
 
“As a PBL school, we give kids a problem such as, 
we’ve got 5,000 plastic bottles and we want to figure 
out how to recycle these,” Patterson says. In such a 
case, students have to figure out a novel, artistic way 
to fix the problem.
 
Patterson, who has been teaching in Noblesville since 
1990, explains that for a PBL project, she presents 
students with the available materials and then asks 
them how they are they are going to use them to 
answer the driving question. She sees a lot of value in 
how the method gives kids the power to decide the 
direction of the solution they pursue.

 
“They have total ownership of 
their work. When they’re done, 
it’s their artwork,” she says. 
When kids are the middle of a 
PBL project, Patterson says they 
work hard and she doesn’t find 
herself correcting behavior.
 
Regarding the direction of 
public education, testing 
and the emphasis on STEM 
subjects — science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics — 
in many classrooms, Patterson 
smiles a patient smile.
 
“It all fits together. So when 
the ‘A’ gets left out, I don’t 
understand it. It’s design and 
that’s art,” she says referring to a 
missing “A” as in “art.”
 
Fifth-grader Bella Schatko is 
one of Patterson’s star students. 
She loves drawing animals and 
landscapes, and wants to be an 
engineer when she grows up.
 
“I like building stuff a lot and it 
kind of makes me want to make 
a bunch of stuff,” the 10 year old 
says. Schatko says her little sister 
wants to be an inventor, so they can team up to create things 
like a bouncy carpet. “She likes to bounce a lot,” Schatko says 
of her sister. The budding builder says art will help her in her 
career because you have to be able to draw blueprints.
 
Schatko’s enthusiasm for her work is exciting. It’s a characteristic 
that is fleeting in some young people.

 
“At about third grade, they start 
putting up their own road blocks,” 
Patterson says. “If they could just 
figure out a way to get past that, so 
they don’t beat themselves up. High 
school is hard because there are so 
many demands on their time.”
 
If she could wave a magic wand 
and transform art education, 
Patterson says she would make 
it easier for high-schoolers to 
get into art classes, especially 
ones that are hands on and use a 
problem-based learning style.
 
“As long as they go away from 
here loving being creative, then 
I’m successful. To make that 
happen, they have to understand 
there’s not a right or wrong answer 
when it comes to creativity. Not 
everyone’s piece is going to look 
the same. It’s not going to always 
look realistic,” she says.
 
And for the rest of us who need a 
little arts nudge to stay creative, 
Patterson says, to “keep exposing 
yourself to new things  and make it 
fun. Lighten up.”
 

Exhibits

Young 
Artists 
Exhibit
‘It makes their 
art real.’

I
“She lets us do free choice at the end,” says 
7-year-old Aiden Powers of Mrs. Patterson’s 
class. “I like to make pictures and sometimes 
taekwondo belts.” When it comes to his favorite 
artist, he says, “I don’t know what his name is 
but he makes really cool art and he’s on TV.” 

Yep. That’s Bob Ross.

Pictured:  Hailey Powers, age 6, says she wants 
to be a veterinarian when she grows up. In Mrs. 
Patterson’s class, she enjoys “free coloring.” “I 
like to make things out of clay: turtles.”

In  her element:   Mrs. Patterson, Promise Road 
Elementary Art Teacher and owner of Patterson Pottery

i The Young Artists Exhibit runs March 3-25. 
See more  than 500 works in the Judge 
Stone House Gallery during regular business 

hours. To sharpen your creativity, check out 
classes for adults and kids on page 20.
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          rt is fundamental to who we 
are and who we were, as individuals 
and as a state. During the Creating 
Indiana Together exhibit April 1-30, 
we are celebrating collaborative 
efforts among artists and how banding 
together and leveraging each other’s 
ingenuity can inspire us to think, see and 
grow in new ways.
 
During this year of Bicentennial-related 
art exhibits at Nickel Plate Arts, Creating 
Indiana Together features pieces 
executed by two or more artists in a 
range of mediums, with an emphasis on 
how art has shaped and continues to 
shape Indiana.
 
Collaboration in the arts is happening 
in ways that are organized and 
organic. They happen in classes and in 
conversations. Here are two examples 
of how people are creating side by side 
right here in Noblesville.
 
Karen Miles is founder of Poetry and 
Paint, a group of poets and painters 
who meet monthly at Nickel Plate Arts. 
Last year, the artists published a book of 
poems and paintings.

What was it about collaboration that 
led you to explore Poetry & Paint?  

K  It has been a lifelong interest of 
mine to bring different kinds of artists 
together to explore the creative process 
in general. The process of creating 
something is generally a highly personal 
exercise that requires a person to 
call upon his or her own individual 
experiences and beliefs to put something 
new down on paper or into clay or glass 
or some other medium.  I wanted to 
explore collaborative creation to see how 
multiple art forms and points of view could 
work together in a single piece.
 

Exhibits

What types of artists are involved in 
Poetry & Paint?  

K Although paint and poetry 
predominate, photography, stained glass, 
music and mixed media have been part 
of it too. We hope to see more.
 
What has surprised you about bringing 
different skills, viewpoints and artists 
together?  

K We found that, even in a collaborating 
environment, we each depart to our 
own personal explanations for the same 
thing, which, as it turns out, makes it both 
exciting and instructional in the creative 
environment.
 
Sally Kenley has led a private art class in 
her home for 27 years and has also been 
involved in a number of Noblesville arts 
and community organizations.
 
What are some ways you’ve 
collaborated over the years? 

S When my three children were small, 
I would meet with local artist Floyd 
Hopper to study drawing and watercolor. 
There were six or eight of us at his home. 
At about the same time, I began painting 
weekly with seven other artists — we 
called ourselves “8 is Enough” — and we 
would travel to art exhibits in Kentucky, 
Illinois and Indiana. The class in my home 
began in 1989. The attendance averaged 
around five people, all women my age. 

Maryann Zink, Betty Brown, Judy Gumpert, Suzi White 
and Loi Mileham are regular students in Sally Kenley’s 
weekly art class. For these women, the time together is a 
valuable social time.

Creating 
Indiana 
Together

A

 
Tell me about your class today. 

S The class meets Wednesday afternoons 
and ranges from three to nine people. It’s 
drawing with charcoal, colored pencils, 
pen and ink. We also do watercolor. Our 
mood is always positive; it’s really free 
mental therapy.
 
How does friction between people, 
viewpoints or mediums inspire 
people?  

S People learn to respect others’ 
opinions — trust and love — learning 
together! As the teacher, I am always 
learning to teach better and they bring 
great questions and answers.
 
What do you see as the connection 
between collaboration and art? 

S  I remember reading about Gertrude 
Stein’s “salon” 
in Paris and 
thinking that a 
time to come 
together with 
trust and truth 
would be so 
inspiring! 
I just hope 
the people 
who come 
to my home 
experience 
that love and 
support.

Free admission, May 6 - May 28, 2016
Judge Stone House Gallery, Nickel Plate Arts

Open during regular business hours: 
Wed.-Fri., 12-5 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

As the Crossroads of America, Indiana has had a 
staunch reliance on and affinity for transportation 
throughout the years, as dirt horse trails evolved 
into highways, and a humble car race became the 
Indianapolis 500. During the 200 Years of Hoosier 
Transportation exhibit at Nickel Plate Arts, we will 
celebrate planes, trains, automobiles and all of the 
other ways we have traveled across Indiana history. 
Expect to see photographs, paintings, sculptures 
and more on campus. 

Two Engines by Mike McKinley (photo above)
Driving through Madison County on State Road 13 
a few years ago, Mike McKinley happened to see 
both of these engines side by side. He stopped, 
took out his camera, walked down the tracks and 
captured the moment. These train engines are 
working engines used to move freight cars by 
the grain elevator and Owens-Brockway Glass 
Container Inc. in Lapel, Ind. McKinley specializes in 
original acrylic graphic art & scenic photography. 
Visit his Facebook page at MLM Artworks.

200
“People learn to 
respect others’ 

opinions — trust 
and love — learning 

together!” 
— Sally Kenley Years of Hoosier 

Transportation
Be moved in ways you 

never expected

CREATING INDIANA 
TOGETHER  is on 
display in the Judge 
Stone House Gallery 
during regular business 
hours April 1-30. Are 
you involved in a 
collaborative art group 
or class? Tell us about 
it! Email amcgill@
nickelplatearts.org. 
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Thank you for choosing to share your ideas  
and talents with our community.

This quote appears on the Fishers
Arts Council’s 2016 Operations Plan 
and at the top of every board meeting 
agenda. It is the mantra that inspires 
the organization’s drive to promote and 
support arts and culture in Fishers, Ind.
 
For the last two years, the FAC’s 
board has been diligently working 
on the framework and strategic plan 
to accomplish its mission to support, 
advocate and cultivate arts and cultural 
opportunities in Fishers that educate, 
enhance and enrich the lives of the city’s 
residents.
 
Most recently, the organization 
established a Cultural Alliance that gives 
local arts organizations and artists an 
opportunity to network, collaborate 
and, through a seat on the FAC board, 
influence the arts in Fishers. The alliance 
also will alert and advise the board 
on funding needs for community arts 
programs, shows and exhibits, and arts 
infrastructure.

Arts Partner

 
     The Fishers Arts Council leads       
     the charge to enrich city culture

 
Board president Lisa Sirkin Vielee, a 
longtime Fishers arts advocate, is leading 
the charge with a plan in 2016 to continue 
to raise awareness and seek funds to 
support community arts programs. 
 
“I think we put together an unbelievable, 
aggressive plan for 2016,” Vielee says. 
“I’m proud of what we were able to 
accomplish in 2015 with a small board 
and changing structure. Our goal this 
year is to create new partnerships and 
diversify funding to help our local arts 
organizations grow and to infuse more 
art into our city.” 
 
In 2015, the City of Fishers gave the FAC 
a grant to help fund public art projects 
that create vitality in Fishers’ Nickel 
Plate District. Some of the funds were 
used to hire performers for the inaugural 
Arts Crawl last July and for live music 
performances in the Pocket Park on 116th 
Street last summer.
 
Through the grant, the Fishers Arts 
Council will seek local artists interested in 
participating in a Hydrophobic Paint project 
in the Nickel Plate District this spring. 

The FAC also received a grant from 
Nickel Plate Arts to help support local 
art projects including“Connections,” 
an interactive art project created by 
Fishers artist DeMaris Gaunt. Gaunt is 
up-cycling the pages of old books into 
envelopes that contain one of her poems 
and a handwritten question card that will 
become an art installation in Fishers. 
 
Her objective is to stimulate interest 
in the arts by making an intimate 
connection through the art of poetry and 
surprise, offering residents and visitors 
an opportunity to create a portion of the 
completed installation. Be on the lookout 
for these envelopes as they begin 
popping up around Fishers in 2016 so 
you can express your own inner artist and 
contribute to the project.
 

Get On 
Board 
If you are 
interested in 

joining the Board of Directors, 
contact: lisa@welldonemarketing.
com for more information. The 
board is actively seeking directors 
with legal and fundraising 
experience as well as local 
business owners interested in 
enhancing Fishers through the arts.

 Art in City Hall Exhibits
COMIC ART
March 7-April 8
Features local comic artists 
including Brian DeGuire, Yuri 
Duncan, Stuart Sayger and Beth 
Zyglowicz. Join them for a public 
reception on Friday, March 25, 
6-9 p.m.

HSE SENIOR SHOWCASE
April 18-May 6
Features artwork from Fishers and 
Hamilton Southeastern High School 
senior art students. Celebrate these 
students and their work during a 
public reception on Friday, April 22, 
6-8 p.m.
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At Printing Partners, we look at the bigger picture. To 
us, print is more than simply putting ink on paper. It’s 
the act of transforming your thoughts, feelings and hard 
work into something tangible. Similarly, organizations like 
Nickel Plate Arts aren’t just organizations, but educational 
journeys to a broadened mindset and an open heart.  
And we’re proud to support it. 

PrintingPartners.net

Where there’s culture, there’s commerce. 
When you have the two, the city will thrive.

The FAC also curates Art in City Hall, a 
rotating art gallery featuring artists from 
Fishers and across the state. Begun in 
2012, Art in City Hall is a partnership 
between the City of Fishers and Fishers 
Arts Council and is managed by Nickel 
Plate Arts. The 2016 season will feature 
pen and ink, watercolor, textiles, oils, 
photography and mixed media art. The 
gallery is open Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.; and Saturday mornings 
during the Fishers Farmers Market 
season. 
 
Visit the Fishers Arts Council Facebook 
page and FishersArtsCouncil.com for 
details on these programs and ways 
you can get involved as an artist, 
volunteer, sponsor or participate in 
the growing Fishers arts scene.

“ ”

In Pursuit of Art
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Fortitude by Gina Baird

ART DREAMS
and Sewing Machines

At 93, Bob Arbuckle takes graceful steps to give back to his community 
     
     t takes many threads to weave       
     together the fabric of a community.  
     Bob Arbuckle lends his creative 
thread as a Nickel Plate Arts member, 
dancer and advocate for the arts.
 
Six days a week, 93-year-old Arbuckle 
can be found repairing sewing 
machines. He and his daughter, Sara 
Carter, run Arbuckle’s Railroad Place less 
than a mile from downtown Noblesville 
on Vine Street. They work on most any 

machine: Sears and Roebuck, Singer, 
Viking and a German brand called Pfaff 
that’s close to their hearts.
 
“When I came back from WWII, I 
married Beverly Pfaff, so my daughter 
has that sewing machine blood in her. She’s 
a Pfaff,” he says with a smile and wink.
 
Arbuckle’s sprawling property includes 
two retired train cars, a bike shop 
and parking for about 200 cars. Built 

around 1970, his 
15,000-square-
foot main building 
is designed 
to resemble a 
circa-1900 train 
station and houses 
rows of treadle 
machines, the 
home base for 
an upholstery 
service, everything 
you need to 
make a quilt, and 
collections of 
bikes, ties, hats 
and more.
 
The common 
thread across 
Arbuckle’s self-
described “Root 
Beer Garden” 
complex is 
twofold: the 
sewing machine 
and the railroad. Atop eight of its 13 
outdoor light poles, aluminum cast 
golden eagles are perched on cast iron 
sewing machines. While the sewing 
machine is most important to him, 
Arbuckle’s affinity for the railroad is a 
major reason he became a member of 
Nickel Plate Arts in 2015.
 
“I’m not a model railroader and I’m not 
pushing the railroad transportation part, 
but it’s been a great part of the story 
Noblesville has to tell,” he says. “It’s a 
wonderful story that can bring tourists 
and artists to our area.”
 
He believes there is potential in using 
our existing downtown tracks to literally 
transport and stage performances. 
Attracting arts to Noblesville is a 
personal passion for Arbuckle, as a 
patron and participant. As a young man, 
he studied photography and owned 
a short-lived commercial and portrait 
photography studio in Warsaw, Ind., 
before deciding in 1948 that sewing 
machine repair made more financial sense.
 
He has collected and commissioned 
works from local artists through the years. 
Barrels painted by the late Noblesville 
artist Floyd Hopper have prominent 
places in the store. Most visibly — you’ve 
likely seen him if you’ve ever been to the 
Noblesville Street Dance — Arbuckle is 
a fantastic dancer. He took up ballroom 
dancing in his 50s and has been light on 
his toes ever since.
 

“It’s a 
wonderful 
exercise 
regardless of 
how old you 
are — from 
childhood to 
the grave. And 
you can dance 
365 days a 
year,” he says. 
There’s no off-
season when 
it comes to 
dancing.
 
He has dreams 
of turning his 
Railroad Place 
into a gallery 
and music 
venue. When 
he heard 
about Nickel 
Plate Arts 
taking up the 

banner of a railroad to promote the arts, 
he decided it was something he wanted 
to support.
 
One objective of his “train station” is to 
emphasize the importance of the gas 
light era of Noblesville in the 1880s and 
early 1900s. The Trenton Ditch, Arbuckle 
says, is a great gas pocket that runs 
from Kokomo to our part of Central 
Indiana. This natural resource lured glass 
blowers, skilled workers and people with 
money to the Nickel Plate Road region 
in and around Noblesville. Noblesville 
was a hub for foundry art as well and has 
a history in the metal casting industry.
 
Arbuckle and Carter share their 
sewing skills during classes, where the 
majority of their students are, perhaps 
surprisingly, men and boys. They have 
projects for convertible tops, dog collars 
and tents in mind. Arbuckle also hosts 
the Desert Rose Country Line Dancers 
every Wednesday night, 7-9 p.m. He 
welcomes experienced line dancers to 
these weekly get-togethers.
 
One would have to wonder if Arbuckle’s 
outlook on life helps keep him more 
agile than many men half his age. He 
has an opinion on what we should 
ideally be feeding our minds.
 
“We imagine so many things and 
dream so many things. Our minds are 
like gardens. You don’t want to plant 

Share your creative thread with the 
community by becoming a Nickel 
Plate Arts member.

Our memberships include THREE 
levels so you can find the best fit:

      Individuals..........$50-$250   

       Artists..............FREE-$200   

       Nonprofits.......$250-$600 
 
Explore our member levels!  Visit 
NickelPlateArts.org to find out 
more and register.

BE LIKE BOB!
Become a Member!

negative thoughts in those wonderful 
gardens. If you plant weed seeds, you’re 
going to get weed plants. If you plant 
positive thoughts — flower seeds — 
you’ll get a flower garden,” he says.

I

“Our minds are like 
gardens... if you plant 
weed seeds, you’re 
going to get weed 
plants. If you plant 

positive thoughts — 
flower seeds — you’ll 
get a flower garden.”

-Bob Arbuckle

Arbuckle commissioned the late artist 
Floyd Hopper to paint several barrels.
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the
Whi msy

Embrace
1874, Somewhere in the Mythic Old West

Boot heels clacked across the wooden 
porch slats outside. A daisy-covered 
hat sprouted above the saloon double-
doors, and a frilled skirt blocked the late 
afternoon sunlight. 

So, the day the other saloon-owners 
warned John about had come.

Sam’s chair skidded back from the 
wobbly card-strewn table. A scrawled-
over paper fluttered to the floor. 
Sam ducked into his usual position 
behind the piano. 

The doors swung open, and the intruder’s
long shadow hit the floor. “You John 
Hunter? The proprietor?”

John grunted and looked her over. Five-
foot, counting the daisy-decorated hat 
on her silver head.

She offered him a sugar-cookie smile. 
“Mr. Hunter, please bring out your hard 
cider.”

“Twenty-five cents.”

She tittered. “I don’t want to drink it. Nor 
do you, if you know what’s best for you.”
John spat in a long arch into the spittoon 
by her dusty boots. “Don’t see no 
deputy’s badge, granny.”

She whipped an axe out of the folds of 
her bustle, still smiling like a lil’ ol’ angel. 
“Don’t need no badge, sonny.”

“You one of them temperance ladies? 
Fixin’ to destroy my saloon?”

“We make your average temperance 
ladies look like a quilting circle.” She 
stepped into the room. Six prim women 
followed her in, all knee-high to a 
grasshopper, but broad in the shawl-covered 
shoulders. Every one wielded an axe.

BAND OF SEVEN
By Sarah Morin
Illustration by Aili McGill

Sam banged a few minor chords on the 
out-of-tune piano. 

“We’re the Band of Seven.”

“Leave town, you cranky old biddy.”

A heavy-jowled lady pushed her way 
forward. “I’m Miss Cranky. She’s Miss 
Merry. An’ we courteously demand you 
surrender your cider kegs.”

John shined a glass with a stained rag. 
He eyed their axes through the bottom 
of the glass. 

“No.”

A Texas-sized sneeze broke the tense 
silence. One of the ladies blotted her 
nose with a lacy handkerchief. 

John lifted the glass. “We’ll toast your 
health and send you on your merry way, 
won’t we, Sam?”

Sam took a swig from a mug. Seconds 
later, everyone jumped at a dissonant 
thunk from the piano. 

John fisted Sam’s hair and lifted his 
face from the keys. “Wake up, Sleeping 
Beauty.”

He slapped Sam’s cheek, but Sam’s 
eyelids remained closed tight as windows 
painted shut. 

“Wrong fairy tale, sir.” A lady with 
spectacles sniffed the mug. “Cider!”

“It ain’t Sunday. I have the right to sell 
what I want.” 

“But not to kill your patrons,” said Miss 
Merry. “Miss Cranky, the basket.”

The scowly-jowly lady peeled a red-
checked towel from a wicker basket. She 
pinched an apple by its stem and set it 
on the bar. Looked like a plain apple, just 
mighty red. Blood red.

Miss Cranky buried the axe in the 
counter. 

John dropped Sam’s head. The piano
clanged again.

One cleft half of the apple toppled to the 
floor. John glimpsed the cross-section of 
the palest fruit flesh he’d ever seen. The 
seeds were black as a crow’s wing. 

Juice sizzled on the floorboards like lard 
in a skillet.

Miss Cranky crossed her arms. “Snow 
Apples, cultivated from the wickedest 
fruit e’er grown. 

We’re descendants of the original seven 
dwarfs, sworn to protect—”

“He needs a doctor!” John yanked Sam’s 
head up. 

“I’m a doctor,” said the lady with 
spectacles.

“Save him, Doc! Ain’t another piano 
player this side of the Mississippi who 

Continued  on Pg. 18
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knows all sixteen verses of I Wish I Were 
Single Again.”

Miss Merry’s smile was taut as a twisted 
washrag. “Tell me where you got that 
cider.”

John pointed. “M-mercantile.”

“Shi, Hayfever, find that mercantile. 
Cranky! Duncecap!” Miss Merry nodded 
to the door behind the bar. 

Miss Cranky towed a slack-jawed lady 
into the storeroom. Axes thwacked 
into wood. A puddle of pungent cider 
gushed into the barroom. It nibbled a 
hole in the paper Sam dropped earlier, 
then receded.

John pinched Sam’s cheeks. “Doc, can’t 
ya do nothin’?”

“In most cases of Snow Apple poisoning, 
you remove the offending blockage.”

“Huh?”

“Take out the bite of apple. But there is 
an alternate remedy. A kiss.”

The keys banged again. “I ain’t kissin’ my
piano player!”

“No, a true love’s kiss.”

Miss Cranky frowned. “Best prepare the 
glass coffin.”

Miss Shi and Miss Hayfever barged back 
into the saloon. A brunette in an apron 
struggled between them. Their fingers 
dug into her snow-white arms. 

“She’s gotta be the witch behind this. 
She’s definitely one of the Fairest.”

“Ladies, don’t get your corsets in a 
twist,” John said. “Miss Blanche just 
keeps shop at the mercantile.”

Miss Shi released Blanche and blushed. 
“You didn’t make the cider?”

“No. We got a new supplier. Older 
woman, warty nose. Gave us the first 
barrel free.”

A snore resonated from the piano. Sam 
drooled on the keys, his nose wedged 
between F# and G#.

“Sam, honey. You ailin’? Feverish?” 
Blanche snatched up the singed paper 
and fanned Sam’s reddened cheeks.

“Prepare yourself, dear,” said Ms. Merry.

“No!” Blanche fanned herself instead. 
Her eyes narrowed at the piece of paper. 
“What’s this?” 

“Lemme see.” John squinted at Sam’s 
chicken scratch. “Deer Blanche. I by stuff I 
dont need just to see you. Plees mary me 
befor I go flat broke.”

Blanche shrieked and covered Sam’s face 
in kisses. “Course I’ll marry you. I have the 
purtiest dress for a hitchin’, and it’s worth 
not bein’ dead to see me in it—”

Sam blinked. How much of the situation 
Sam followed, John couldn’t say, but he 
caught on to the kissin’ part right enough.

Miss Merry beamed. “Princes pop up in 
the strangest places.”

She twirled the axe and tucked the handle 
into her waistband. “Saddle up, ladies. 
Let’s rustle up that witch.” 

Only when Sam knocked his elbow into the 
piano did he and Blanche pause to gaze 
around the empty, cider-scented room. 
“Who was that axed band?”

“Temperance ladies with a temper.” John 
toasted them with the empty glass

Author Sarah E. Morin’s debut novel, 
“Waking Beauty,” was released in 
2015. The fantastical book asks and 
answers the question, “What would 
happen if Sleeping Beauty refused to 
wake up?” For more on Morin, her 
unruly fairy tales and poems, and more, 
visit the Fishers-based writer online at 
sarahemorin.com.

Get in on even more fancy fairy crafts 
($5 each), Fairy Tea Parties, the Fairyville 
Trail and more! Saturday’s one-hour Tea 
Parties start at 10 a.m., 12 p.m., 2 p.m. 
and 4 p.m. ($5 for NPArts members/$10 
for non-members). 
Saturday, April 23, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
FREE admission!

The 4th Annual Welcome to Fairyville 
event alights on the Nickel Plate Arts 
campus April 20-23, with most events 
free. Adults get in on the merriment 
during Fairy Friday with a reception 
complete with live entertainment, 
storytelling fairies and more 
shenanigans. Kids and adults can submit 
a fairy house (March 28 deadline) to be 
featured in our Fairy Home Show and 

then view these miniature abodes along 
the outdoor Fairyville Trail (April 22 and 
23). Book now to reserve your spots in 
our popular Fairy Tea Party series. Create 
fancy fairy crafts and listen to professional 
storytellers from Storytelling Arts of 
Indiana spin a whimsical yarn. 

Get all the details and register for 
many events at nickelplatearts.org 
under “Events.”

Welcome to 
     Fairyville

Continued  from Pg. 17

Fairy House Contest Winged Weekdays

Fairy Friday Sprite Saturday

Rent Nickel Plate Arts

Visit NickelPlateArts.org 

for more information

Enjoy fancy fairy crafts ($5 each) during 
regular business hours and reserve your 
spot at a Fairy Tea Party (1:30 p.m. and 
3:30 p.m.; $5 for NPArts members/$10 
for non-members).
Wednesday, April 20 - Friday, April 22 
12-5 p.m. 
FREE admission!

Applications open on March 7; 
applications due by March 28. A 
$20 application fee supports NPArts 
programming. Applicants notified by 
April 4.  
Houses due by April 18.

     This one has plenty of fun for adults  
     as well as the kids! Join us as we   
     launch the Fairyville Trail and enjoy  
    live entertainment.
   Friday, April 22
   6-9 p.m.
   FREE admission!

a great place for 
graduation parties!
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Art of Business 
The Noblesville Chamber of 
Commerce and Nickel Plate Arts 
team up to offer Art of Business 
training classes this spring. 

Financial Tips, Tricks and Tools 
for Artists
March 16  |  6:30-8 p.m.
Noblesville Library  |  $5 admission
Level 2 Artist Members get in FREE!
Just in time for tax season! Artists have 
many of the same financial challenges 
other self-employed small business owners 
do, including paying self employment tax 
and quarterly sales tax. But artists also 
have unique financial requirements and 
challenges. Our March 16 business training 
will answer questions such as the following: 

•  Which IRS forms do you need to fill out?

•  How should you track and value   
    inventory?

•  How do you claim business expenses?

Get answers to these questions and ask 
your own. Join us on March 16.

Gearing up for Art Fair Season 
May 18  |  6:30-8 p.m.
Noblesville Library  |  $5 admission
Level 2 Artist Members get in FREE!

Art fairs can be the backbone of 
many artists’ business plans, 

but it’s not always easy to get 
started. They often require 
a lot of money up front and 
can be very competitive, so 
it can be a challenge for new 
and experienced artists alike 
to make a profit at them.

We’re assembling a crack 
team of panelists who together 

have decades of experience 
participating in and helping to organize 

art fairs of all sizes.  Our panelists will 
include:

Beth Forst, artist
Eric Freeman, Director of Indiana Artisan
Lesley Haflich, artist and organizer of 
Noblesville’s Art Fair on the Square
Rodney Reveal, artist

For more about our panelists, visit 
NickelPlateArts.org/classes 

Classes

Every Tuesday for 6 weeks, 
April 12-May 17 | 5-6:30 p.m., at the 
Forest Park Lodge | Kids age 8-12
$95 Noblesville residents
$109 non-residents, 10% off for Nickel 
Plate Arts Family Members
includes all supplies
Register by April 8

In partnership with Noblesville Parks and 
Recreation, Nickel Plate Arts presents 
Natural Born Artists, a weekly kids class 
offered as part of our Adventures in Art 
program for kids. This class offers children 
(ages 8-12) the opportunity to learn about 
and develop skills in art history, aesthetics, 
art-making and art criticism. With guided 
instruction, kids will explore a variety of 
topics in art and work on both individual and 
collaborative projects to spark and channel 
all of their creative energy. 

Nature is one of the most popular subjects 
for local artists, and springtime offers all 
kinds of natural, 
artistic inspiration. 
Kids will experience 
the environment in 
a whole new way 
during Nickel Plate 
Arts’ Natural Born 
Artists class. 

During Natural Born 
Artists, kids will 
learn techniques 
such as sun printing, 
plein air painting, 

Adventures in Art Class: 
Natural Born Artists

leaf printing, and how to use natural and 
recycled materials in their art. Creating 
art in nature improves observations skills 
and encourages people of all ages to 
appreciate the art and beauty all around 
them, both manmade and from nature! 
Students will keep a sketchbook during the 
session to brainstorm ideas, practice and 
to document their own growth as natural 
born artists! 

For details, visit Adventures in Arts 
on the “Classes” page at 
nickelplatearts.org or call 

F
at Nickel Plate Arts

FridayFriday
FirstFirst

Monthly, 6-9 p.m. 
Free admission! 
Enjoy activities and entertainment, 
beer and wine available (for purchase)

Friday, March 4
Future artists from all seven 
Noblesville public elementary schools 
present their artwork in our Young 
Artists Exhibit. Sneak the first peek at 
what these young students created 
in both 2-D and 3-D mediums as 
selected by their teachers. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to support young 
Picassos and Monets!
 
Friday, April 1 
Don’t be a fool this April Fools Day! 
Come to Nickel Plate Arts to check 
out our latest exhibit, Creating 
Indiana Together, which focuses 
on collaboration in our creative 
community. Meet the artist pairs and 
teams behind the artwork and enjoy a 
drink from Barley Island or Mr. G’s Liquors 
. . .  and maybe even a prank or two!
 
Friday, May 6  
Drive, walk or take a horse-drawn 
carriage — we don’t care how you get 
here as long as you don’t miss this 
exciting First Friday opening reception 
for our latest exhibit. Continuing with 
our Bicentennial theme for the year, 
our May exhibit explores 200 Years 
of Hoosier Transportation through 
the eyes of our local artists. Enjoy live 
entertainment and themed activities 
while you navigate your way around 
this exhibit!

Visit our Calendar at 
nickelplatearts.org to see details 
and add the event to your digital 
calendar.

MARCH

Young Artists Exhibit
March 3-25 (Wed.-Fri., 12-5 p.m.; Sat. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.)
Nickel Plate Arts (Judge Stone House 
Gallery)  |  FREE!
Full story: See page 8

Artist  Showcase: #loveHC 
featuring Hannah Lindgren 
March 3-31 (Wed.-Fri., 12-5 p.m.; Sat. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.)
Nickel Plate Arts (Stephenson House)
FREE!
More info: See page 4 and visit 
nickelplatearts.org

The Troubadours of Divine Bliss 
March 5, 7 p.m.
Logan Street Sanctuary, Noblesville 
$10 suggested donation
Encouraging “revolution of the spirit 
and courage of the heart,” Renee and 
Aim Me bring their accordion, guitar 
and quirky style to Noblesville. 
More info: loganstreetsanctuary.org

Life Drawing Class
March 6, 7-9 p.m.; meets the first 
Sunday of every month
Nickel Plate Arts (Judge Stone House 
Gallery)
$100 for remainder of 2016 session 
($10/month; ages 15+)
This class, taught by studio artists Bruce 
Neckar and John Reynolds, offers adult 
students (ages 15 and up) the chance 
to draw or paint an undraped figure. 
Cost for the entire 2016 session is $120 
($10/month). 
Sign-up: nickelplatearts.org

Comic Art
March 7-April 8, 9a.m.- 4p.m., M-F
Fishers City Hall  |  FREE!  
Featuring local comic book artists. 
Opening reception will be Friday, 
March 25, 6-9 p.m.
More info: fishersartscouncil.org
High School Art Scholarship 
Exhibit 
March 10-18 (Thurs. and Fri., 12-4 p.m. 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Hamilton County Artists’ Association 
(Birdie Gallery), Noblesville  |  FREE!
More info: hcaa-in.org

Oil Painting with Palette Knife 
and Brush
March 11 & 12, 9 a.m-4 p.m.      
$150       
Hamilton County Artists’ Association 
During this two day workshop, you 
will be learning oil painting by using a 
palette knife and a paint brush to serve 
as a foundation for a creative painting. 
At the end of the workshop, each artist 
will have created a piece of art of their 
own design.  Classes led by HCAA artist 
Tomas Howie.
More info: hcaa-in.org/classes.php

Davey O 
March 12, 7 p.m.
Logan Street Sanctuary, Noblesville 
$10 suggested donation
Buffalo, New York, born and bred 
songwriter Davey O. has been described 
by Buffalo News critic Jeff Miers as 
having “a journalist’s eye for detail 
and poet’s ear for the well-turned 
observation”. See him on stage at 
Noblesville’s intimate home for great 
singer-songwriters. 
More info: loganstreetsanctuary.org
The Art of Business: Financial Tips, 
Tricks and Tools for Artists
March 16, 6:30-8 p.m.
Noblesville Library  |  $5 
More info and signup: nickelplatearts.org

Nickel Plate SMART Series – 
Launch event
March 24, 6:30-8 p.m.
Nickel Plate Arts (Judge Stone House 
Gallery)
This new membership appreciation 
series is designed to give our members 
a chance to dig more deeply into the 
arts in every way. Sign-up: Become a 
member for $50 at nickelplatearts.org

Adventures in Art Camp
March 28-April 1, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Noblesville High School
$195
In conjunction with Noblesville High 
School’s National Art Honor Society, 
we invite kids ages 8-12 to explore the 
arts in a variety of mediums working 
individually and collaboratively. Space is 
limited. Registration deadline: 
March 18, 5 p.m.
More info and sign-up: nickelplatearts.org

continued on pg. 22
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White River Sound Chorus: Friends 
and Family Show
April 3, 1 p.m.
River of Life Church,Fishers  |  FREE!
This event shows families and friends of 
White River Sound Chorus members what 
they will be performing at their regional 
competition the following weekend. The a 
capella chorus will perform as well as a few 
competing quartets who include members 
from the chorus. This performance is more 
casual than its annual show and is free to 
anyone who wants to come.  
More info: whiteriversoundchorus.org
Monday Night Drawing Class: 
Session 2
April 4-June 13, 7-9 p.m.; meets weekly 
on Mondays (10-week session/10 classes)
Nickel Plate Arts (Judge Stone House 
Gallery)  
$100 for 10-week session, includes all 
supplies (ages 15+)
The 10-week Monday Night Drawing Class 
is available to artists age 15 and older at 
all skill levels, basic to advanced. John 
Reynolds and Bruce Neckar prepare an 
overview of subject matter for participants 
to draw, including basic forms, wildlife, 
portraiture, and clothed and undraped 
figure drawing. The seasoned instructors 
offer guidance, helpful tips and friendly 
feedback in a laidback atmosphere. This is 
a great class for beginners and a relaxed 
opportunity for more experienced artists! 
Nickel Plate Arts provides basic materials, 
but participants may also bring their own 
supplies. 
Sign-up: nickelplatearts.org 

Kid’s Classes: 
Adventures in Art 
Session 2 - Natural 
Born Artists
Apr. 12-May 17, 5-6:30 
p.m., Meets weekly on 
Tuesdays (6-week session/6 
classes)
Forest Park Lodge, 
Noblesville
$95  Noblesville residents / 
$109 non-residents (ages 8+) 
includes all supplies 
More info and sign-up: 
See page 20 and visit 
nickelplatearts.org

Acrylic Painting 101
April 6-May 11, 7-9 p.m.; meets weekly on 
Wednesdays (6-week session/6 classes)
Nickel Plate Arts (Judge Stone House 
Gallery)
$175 for 6-week session, includes all 
supplies (ages 15+)
Studio Artist Lesley Haflich guides 
participants through the basics of acrylic 
painting, including usage of tools, 
composition, color theory, and more. 
Students will explore a variety of subject 
matter including landscape and still life 
painting. This class is perfect for beginners 
or intermediate-level artists. Nickel Plate 
Arts provides materials, but participants 
may also bring their own supplies. 
Sign-up: nickelplatearts.org 

HSE Senior Showcase
April 18-May 6, 9 a.m.- 4p.m.
Fishers City Hall  |  FREE!  
Featuring Artwork from Fishers and HSE 
High School seniors. Opening reception 
will be Friday, April 22, 6-8 p.m.
More info: fishersartscouncil.org

Welcome to Fairyville
  •  Fairy Home Show & Crafts, 
      April 20-22, 1-5 p.m.
  •  Fairy Friday, April 22, 6-9 p.m.
  •  Fairy Tea Parties, April 23, 
     10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Get all the details: See page 16 and visit 
nickelplatearts.org

Danika Holmes and Jeb Hart
April 29, 7:30 p.m.
Logan Street Sanctuary, Noblesville
$10 suggested donation
Danika and Jeb are an outstanding duo 
from Nashville, Tennessee. Jeb’s clean, 
sophisticated style of playing along with 
Danika’s smooth, soulful vocals creates a 
unique blend of acoustic pop. 
More info: loganstreetsanctuary.org

Life Drawing: May class
May 1, 7-9 p.m.; meets the first Sunday 
of every month
Nickel Plate Arts (Judge Stone House 
Gallery)
Sign-up: nickelplatearts.org

Artist Showcase: Shawn Deitch
May 4-31 (Wed.-Fri., 12-5 p.m.; Sat. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.)
Nickel Plate Arts (Stephenson House)
FREE!
More info: See page 7 and visit 
nickelplatearts.org

Photographers’ Exhibit 
May 5-27 (Thurs. and Fri., 12-4 p.m. Sat., 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. First Fridays, 12-4 p.m. 
and 6-8 p.m.)
Hamilton County Artists’ Association 
(Birdie Gallery), Noblesville  |  FREE!
Enjoy some of Hamilton County’s most 
talented artists’ works during this annual 
exhibit. Join us for an Opening Reception 
on Friday, May 6, 6-8:30 p.m.
More info: hcaa-in.org

200 Years of Hoosier Transportation
May 6-28 (Wed.-Fri., 12-5 p.m.; Sat. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.) 
Nickel Plate Arts (Judge Stone House 
Gallery)  |  FREE!
More info: See page 11 and visit 
nickelplatearts.org

Nickel Plate SMART Series – 
May Event
Thursday, May 12th, 6:30-8 p.m.
Nickel Plate Arts  (Judge Stone House 
Gallery)  |  FREE event is for Nickel Plate 
Arts Members ONLY
News about this event will be available 
on our website and in our Membership 
Exclusives e-newsletter.
Sign-up: Become a member for $50 at 
nickelplatearts.org

Creative Design Makes Creative 
Painting Acrylic Collage
May 13 and 14, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.        
Hamilton County Artists’ Association
$175  
Learn to make strong abstract designs that 
will serve as a foundation for a creative 
painting. Create stamps and papers that 
allow endless opportunities for painting 
with wonderful colors and interesting 
textures. Classes led by HCAA artist 
Donna Arnold.
More info: hcaa-in.org/classes.php
                

The Art of Business: Gearing up for 
the Art Fair Season
May 18, 6:30-8 p.m.
Noblesville Library
$5 
More info and sign-up: See page 20 and 
visit nickelplatearts.org

Arcadia May Festival
May 21-22 (Saturday, 8 a.m.-9 
p.m.;Sunday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.)
Downtown Arcadia  |  FREE!
Enjoy the arts in historic Arcadia during 
the 12th annual May Festival. Festival 
participants can look forward to arts, 
crafts, caboose rides, flea market, 
amusements and games for kids, food and 
live entertainment. (Free admission and 
parking; handicap accessible)
More info: arcadiadepot.orgAPRIL
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Beverly Smith and John Grimm
May 27, 7:30 p.m.
Logan Street Sanctuary, Noblesville
$10 suggested donation
For the past 25 years, John Grimm has 
owned and operated the town’s music 
store while Beverly Smith has toured the 
world in various band configurations. Since 
2010, they have been performing together 
across the country and abroad. Their 
performances feature traditional country 
duets, fiddle tunes and originals.  
More info: loganstreetsanctuary.org

Noblesville City Hall Art Exhibit 
May 1-31, Monday-Friday, 8a.m.- 4:30p.m.
Hamilton County Artists’ Association
FREE!
The Hamilton County Artists’ Association 
is pleased to show the artistic work of our 
new Juried Members at Noblesville City 
Hall throughout the month of May.

The Naked Truth Exhibit  
March 31-April 29 (Thurs. and Fri., 12-4 
p.m. Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. First Fridays, 
12-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.)
Hamilton County Artists’ Association 
(Birdie Gallery), Noblesville  |  FREE!
HCAA artists will showcase their figurative 
skills and/or their interpretation of The 
Naked Truth as it relates to history, politics, 
art or wherever their creative minds may 
wander.  Opening Reception ~ Friday, 
April 1, 
6-8:30 p.m.
More info: hcaa-in.org

Creating Indiana Together
April 1-30 (Wed.-Fri., 12-5 p.m.; Sat. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.)
Nickel Plate Arts (Judge Stone House 
Gallery)  |  FREE!
More info: See page 10 and visit 
nickelplatearts.org

Artist Showcase: Art by Two
April 1-30 (Wed.-Fri., 12-5 p.m.; 
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.)
Nickel Plate Arts (Stephenson House)
FREE!
More info: See page 6 and visit 
nickelplatearts.org

Life Drawing: April class
April 3, 7-9 p.m., Meets on the first 
Sunday of every month
Nickel Plate Arts (Judge Stone House 
Gallery)
Sign-up: nickelplatearts.org
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Wake up the artist inside you. 
We’ve perfected the art of the affordable getaway in Hamilton County, Indiana.  
Art exhibits are just the beginning. You’ll also find amazing restaurants and shops, 
lifestyle malls, a sizzling hot nightlife and more. No matter what you like to do, 
chances are it’s waiting for you in Hamilton County.

Learn more at VisitHamiltonCounty.com
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